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INTRODUCTION. 


T may not be improper to give the 
reader ſome account of what he is, or 

is not, to expect from the preſent publica- 
tion, as well as to throw together what 


few particulars can be now collected 
with regard to its author. 


The MS. hath, for above a century, 
been ſo prized in North Wales, that 


many in thoſe parts have thought it 


a worth 


4 4 4 
worth while to make fair and complete 
tranſcripts of it. 


One of theſe Carte had conſulted, and 
he refers to it as his authority for the 


Welſh Bards having been maſſacred by 
Edward the Firſt “. 


This circumſtance alone may ſtamp a 
moſt intrinſic value on the MS, as it 
hath given riſe to an ode which will be 
admired by our lateſt poſterity. 


The whole paſſage relative to this 
tradition is alſo cited by the Rev. Mr. 
Evans, in his Specimens of Welſh Poe- 


try; and it appears that he had made the 


See Carte, vol. ii. p. 196. where it is entitled, 


Sir John Wynne's Hiftory of the Gwwedir family. 


extract 
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Gwedir family. 


L vii ] 
extract from a copy in the collection of | 
Sir Roger Moſtyn, Bart. 


It is believed likewiſe that there is an- | 
other tranſcript * in the poſſeſſion of Mr. | 
Panton, of Plaſgwyn in Angleſey, who, | 
together with Mr. Holland of Conway, 
and the Rev. Mr. Jones (Vicar of Lanrvſt), 
have been ſo obliging as to communicate 
many particulars with regard to the 


The author was indeed a general 
collector of what related not only to his 
own anceſtors, but the antiquities of the 
Principality Þ, as Rowland cites an Extent 
or Survey of North Wales, illuſtrated 
by learned notes of Sir John Wynne. 


2 The preſent publication is alſo from a copy 
that belonged to Captain Joſeph Williams of Glan- 
ravon, which he kindly communicated, 


d See Mon. Antiq. p. 123. 
a 2 There 
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There was ſome difficulty in ſettling 
the time of the author's birth and death, 


till Mr. Grafoger's Biographical Die- 


tionary was conſulted, who gives the 
following inſcription under a copy made 
by Vertue, from an engraving of the 
author by Vaughan. 


Johannes Wynn de Gwedir in Com. 


« Carnarvon Eques & Baronettus © ; obiit 


« 1"2 die Marti 1626, æt. 73.“ 


The accuracy of theſe dates ſeemed at 
firſt to be very ſuſpicious, as there is an 
account of a voyage to Spain by Sir 
Richard Wynne of Gwedir, Baronet, in 


© He was created Baronet in 1611. (See Gwil- 
lim's Heraldry, 6th ed.) His arms being three 
eagles diſplayed in f2/5, or, as being a deſcendant 
from Owen Gwynedd, 
| 1623, 
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1623, which is prefixed to that volume 


of Hearne's Tracts that begins with the 
Life of Richard the Second. 


Application was however made to Mr, 
Welt, for leave to examine the original 


print, in his very valuable and curious 
collection. 


Mr. Grainger's dates are thereby moſt 
exactly confirmed, and it may not be im- 
proper here to add the inſcription un- 
der the engraving : | 


«© Vera effigies Domini Clariſſimi Jo- 
* hannis Wynn de Gwedir in Com. Car- 
© narvon, Equitis & Baronetti. 


6 Obiit primo die Martii 162 6, tat. 
cc 73. | 
a 3 Ho- 


E * 4 


“ Honoris ipſius cauſa Rob. Vaughan 
« ſculpſit, prolique D. D.“ 


It is impoſſible that the engraver could 
be inaccurate in the dates of Sir John 


Wynne's birth and death, when the 
print is dedicated to his family. 


The title therefore given by Hearne 
| to a voyage of Sir Richard Wynne of 
Gwedir Baronet in 1623, when he only 
became ſo in 1627, muſt have ariſen 


from his being a Baronet when he, per- 
haps, made a more fair and complete 


copy of his Itinerary. 


If this could want any confirmation, 
it may receive it from two commiſſions in 
5 — 4. in che firſt of which, dated in 

See Rymer's Fad, vol. viii. part ii. p. 145 and 
233. 8 Ed. ö 
1623, 


ow" 4 
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1626, mention is made of Sir John 
Wynne, Baronet ; and in the ſecond, 
dated in 1627, of Sir Richard Wynne, 
Baronet. 


Though Mr. Grainger is therefore thus 
irrefragably accurate, with regard to the 
birth and death of the firſt Baronet, 
yet, from a ſimilarity of names, he hath 
made a miſtake in aſcribing the republi- 
cation of Dr. Powell's Hiſtory of Wales 
from Cadwalader to Llewelyn, by N. 
Wynne, A. M. to this Baronet. 


The author, who was born in 1553, 
ſeems to have lived chiefly in retirement, 


during which period no very intereſting 
particulars can be expected, 


1.8 


The building a new houſe 1s an event 


of ſome conſequence in ſuch a life; he 
1 began 


1 
began Upper Gwedir © in 1604, as ap- 


pears by an inſcription over the en- 
trance. | | | 


© 'The houſe called Lower Gwedir he mentions 
in this MS. to have been built by his great grand- 
father. As for Upper Gwedir, it was covered al- 
moſt with inſcriptions in different languages 
ſcarcely any of which remain, as the wainſcot 
hath been lately uſed in repairing farm houſes on 
other parts of the eſtate, 


A Welſh inſcription, which is ſtill legible, over 
the entrance, is here ſubjoined. 


Beyn Gwedir gwelir goleu adeilad uwch dolydd 


a chaurau, 
Bryn gwuch adail yn ail ne ; 
Bron wen ſtenllys brenhinlle. 


Hugh bach ap Howel ap Shenkin a ganodd 


yr Englyn, uchod ddeng-mlynedd cyn amcanu, 
gwneuthur yr adeilad hon. 


<« A conſpicuous edifice on Gwydir hill, towering 
e over the adjacent land, a well-choſen ſituation, 


* a ſecond paradiſe, a fair bank, a palace of 
cc royalty. | 5 


I 


Royal could probably think of ſuch a 


Eni } 


It was conſidered as one of the beſt 
houſes in the principality, becauſe there 
is a tradition that it was calculated to 
receive any of the Royal Family, who 
might have occaſion to go to Ireland. 


As in the year 1604 none of the Blood 


journey, it may rather be ſuppoſed that 
it was deſtined for the reception of the 


« This Englyn was written by little Hugh Shen- 
% kin, ten years before the building ewwas de- 
i foned ®.. 


The reverend Mr. Jones, vicar of Llanrwſt, was 
ſo obliging as to copy the above inſcription, and 
to accompany it with the tranſlation here given, 


He alſo obſerves, that this Welſh compoſition is 
a ſort of gingle, for which he knows no Engliſh 
name, or my ſimilar metre. 


* It ſhould ſeem from this, that little Roni Shenkin was 
a prophet, as well as poet, 


Lords 


1 


Lords Deputies of Ireland, as it is liitle 


out of the road to Holyhead. 


Be this as it may, the chief reaſon 
for any mention being made of this 
houfe, ariſes from a poſſibility of its 
having been deſigned by Inigo Jones, in 
his firſt manner, before he had been in 
Italy, as the ſtyle of it is rather fin- 
cular. 


The name of Jones ſufficiently proves 
him to have been of Welſh extraction; 
to which it may be added, that his caſt 
of features, as repreſented in Hollar's 
engraving of his portrait, ſeem to ſhew 
that he muſt have been an inhabitant 


of the Principality. 


All traditions have generally ſome 
foundation, and it is univerſally be- 
Heved 
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„ 
lieved in the neighbourhood of Llan- 
rwſt, that Jones was born either at that 
town or Dolwythelan, which is equally 


ſituated near conſiderable eſtates of the 
Gwedir family. 


The tradition is alſo ſo circumſtantial, 


as to ſuppoſe that he was chriſtened by 
the name of Hir, which, after his tra- 


vels into Italy, he exchanged for Inigo 
as ſounding better. 


It is part likewiſe of the ſame tradi- 
tion, that he was patroniſed by the 
Wynnes of Gwedir, and that he built 


Plaſteg, belonging to the Trevor family, | 
on the road from Wrexham to Mold *. 


There 1s an engraving of the front of this houſe 
on the fide of a large map of Denbighſhire and Flint- 
ſhire, which was publiſhed about forty or fifty years. 


As 


— 
at Pry r 
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As every particular which relates to 
this great architect is intereſting, it may 
not be improper alto to obſerve, that 
Jones, who went a ſecond time to Italy in 
1612, might very poſſibly have travelled 
under the protection of the author's 
elde ion, John, who died at Lucca in 
that year. As for his being patroniſed 
by the Earl of Pembroke at this time, 


it ſeems to be very juſtly doubted by 


Mr. Walpole 8. 


It is not improbable alſo that Jones 
might have obtained the conſiderable 
ſtation he afterwards roſe to, from the 
patronage of this family, which conſi- 
dered him as a preſuming genius, that 
did particular honour to Gwedir, and 
its ncighbourhood. | 


a Anecdotes of Painting in England (Article 
Joxss); where notice is likewiſe taken, that this 
great architect was poſſibly protected by the Earl 
of Arundel. 

3 Sir 


Lai 


Sir Richard Wynne, who became the 
eldeſt ſon upon the death of his brother 
John, was one of the Grooms of the 
bedchamber to Charles the Firſt when 
Prince of Wales, and became after- 
wards Treaſurer to Queen Henrietta. 


In 1633 Sir Richard built the chapel 
at Llanrwſt, which is ſuppoſed by tra- 
dition to have been planned by Jones, 
and in 1636 the bridge over the Con- 
way at the end of the town. 


This bridge is alſo conſidered as a 
work of Joncs's, and is ſo elegant a 
ſtructure, that it ſufficiently ſpeaks it- 
ſelf to be the work of a maſterly architect. 


Ihe arms of the Gwedir family being 
fixed on one ſide of it, ſhew that the 
under- 


xvii J 
undertaking was at the expence of Sir 
Richard Wynne, who had a right to em- 
ploy his own architect in, (what muſt 
have been ſo agreeable to him) the or- 
namenting the place of his nativity. 


It muſt be admitted, that this tradi- 
tion, ſo generally believed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Llanrwſt, contradicts the 
common account of Jones's birth, which 
is commonly fixed by the later biogra- 
phers to have been in London. 


Conſiderable pains have been taken 
to trace this account to 1ts original ſource, 
as Webb, who married a relation of 
Jones's, is entirely ſilent on this head. 


Wood's Athenæ Oxonienſes, which is 
the great repoſitory of particulars of this 


kind, appears to be the firſt authority 


for Jones's being a Londoner. 
It 


* 


„ 


It is neceſſary, however, to ſtate what 
he hath advanced in his own words, from 
the ſecond edition in 1721, as there are 
not the leaſt traces of it in that of 
1692. 


Even in the laſt edition there is no 
particular article of Inigo Jones; but the 
following words are inſerted in the life 
of Dr. Walter Charleton, who had the 
controverſy with Webb relative to 
Jones's Stonehenge : 


« Before I go any further it muſt be 
% known that one Inigo Jones, a Lon- 
© doner by birth,” &c. 


Jones died in 1652, much advanced in 
years ; and Harrington, in the preface 
prefixed to the ſecond edition of 
Wood's Athenz Oxonienſes, (which alone 

contains 


E XX 4 
contains any particulars relative to Jones), 


ſays, that the additions were made with- 
in five years of Wood's death. 


What credit therefore can be given to 
a multi farious collector of anecdotes, who 
only mentions the name of Jones, in 
the looſe manner above ſtated, with re- 


gard to the place of his birth, which 
happened above 100 years before ? 


In the common lives of Jones it is 
ſuppoſed, that the name of Inigo, which 
is certainly a very uncommon one for 
an Engliſhman, was given to this archi- 
tet from a poſſibility of ſome Spaniſh 
merchant having been his godlfaner. 


No one 1 cites the leaſt autho- 


rity for this very far · fetched conjecture; 
on the contrary, it is at once accounted 
for by the Llanrwſt tradition, that his 


original 


11 
original name was Ynir, which he 
changed to Huatius or Inigo, after hav- 


ing been in Italy. 


It hath already been obſerved, that 
Webb, who ſeems to be the only per— 
ſon who had an opportunity of being 
properly informed with regard to his 


birth and origin, is totally filent on 
both heads. 


Tones therefore, when elevated to the 


rank of Surveyor General, was probably 


myſterious in relation to all ſuch circum- 
ſtances; and that he had much vanity 
and pride, may be fairly inferred from an 
epigram of Ben Jo{nſon's, in which he 


tiles him Inigo Marquis would-be i. 


See the laſt edition of alone works. 


b It 


Ei 


If it be ſaid that Jofnſon was his ene- 
my, this may account for his repreſent- 
ing Jones as vainer than he really was 
but there is generally ſome foundation 
even in the charge of a ſatyriſt. 


But, to leave this conjecture about the 
place of Jones's nativity to the circum- 
ſtances above relied upon, it cannot be 
doubted but that this great architect 
was at leaſt much patroniſed by the au- 


thor of theſe family memoirs, as well as 
by his ſons. 


In 1610 Sir John Wynne erected at 
Llanrwſt ſome almſhouſes (to which he 
gave the name of jeſus Hoſpital) for the 


reception of twelve poor men, and drew. 


up regulations for the management of his 
benefaction. He alſo endowed this charity 


very 
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[ xxili J 
very liberally with the rectorial tithes of 


Egglwys fach, which are now valucd at 
200 li. per annum. 


In 1625, at the age of ſeventy-three, 
he died much lamented both by his fa- 
mily and neighbourhood, which may be 
inferred from the engraving by Vaughan 
already mentioned, as in thoſe times few 
had ſuch reſpect ſhewn to their memo- 
ries, Who were not very ſingularly 
eſteemed. 


How many of his children were living 
at his death cannot now be accurately 
known ; he had, however, by Sidney, 
daughter of Sir William Gerrard, chan- 
cellor of Ireland, eleven ſons and two 
daughters k. 


* This appears by the inſcription over che au- 
thor's tomb at Llanrwſt. 


b Having 


La 


Having ſtated the few circumſtances 
which could be collected with regard to 
the author, it may not be improper to 
mention, that no liberties have been 
taken in improving his orthography or 
ſtyle, except now and then by breaking 
a very long and complicated period into 
two, ſo as to make it more perſpicuous 
and intelligible. 


It is not pretended that the preſent 
publication 1s entitled to any merit of 
this ſort, as it appears to have been 
compiled merely for the author's in- 
formation, and that of his deſcendants. 


His intention in theſe memoirs of his 
family was to deduce his pedigree from 
Owen Gwynedd, Prince of N. Wales in 


1438, 
So 
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So long therefore as his anceſtors con- 
tinued to be the reguli of that country, it 


may be conſidered as a hiſtory, or rather 
brief chronicle of the Principality. 


Imperfe& however as it is, yet it may 
be entitled to ſome degree of value, in 


the light of a ſupplement to Dr. Powell's 
Chronicle of Wales. 


It appears by this MS. that the author 
was furniſhed with ſome materials, which 
neither Powell, nor Wynne, the only 
other hiſtorian of Wales, had ever ſeen. 


In different parts of theſe memoirs he 
cites as his authorities, The copy of a 
Fragment of a Welſh Chronicle, in the 
poſſeſſion of his couſin Sir Thomas Wil- 


liams of Trefriw ; Welſh Pedigrees; The 


5 records 


SG lint. et AE... — een A wc AO Ro Sat os es. e 


DL xxvi } 
records kept in Carnarvon Caſtle; Re- 
cords copied for him at the Tower, by 
J. Broughton, Eſq; then Juſtice of N. 
Wales ; as alſo the tradition of the 
country. 


What ſeems to be moſt intereſting in 
the work, are ſome anecdotes and cir- 
cumſtances which relate to the more im- 
mediate anceſtors of the author, as they 
are ſtrongly characteriſtick of the man- 
ners and way of living in the Principa- 
lity, during that period. 


As the places mentioned are often 
nothing more than farms, and in a part 
of Wales not much known probably to 
Engliſh Readers, it hath been thought 
proper to ſubjoin in a note ſome ac- 
count of their ſituations. 


It 


[_ nav ] 


If this had been done, however, in 
every inſtance, it would have greatly in- 
creaſed the ſize of the pamphlet; it 
thercfore may not be improper to pre- 
miſe, that the ſcene chiefly lies in 
Evioneth, Dolwythelan, and Gwedir, 
all three of which are in Carnarvon- 


ſhire. 


Written 


4 I) 
. * * Ss Se * Laff 
bd bt tho oB 1 oh 


ON 


Written by Sir Jonx Wynne of 
Gwyder, Knight and Baronet, 


Ut creditur & patet. 


RUFFITH ap Conan, Prince 
of Wales, had by his wife Any- 
hared, the daughter of Owen ap Edwyn, 
Lord of Englefield, Owen Gwynedd, 
 Cadwalader and Cadwallon, who was 
flaine before his father's death: he 
reigned over Wales fifty years. His 
troubleſome life and famouſe actes are 
compiled by a moſt auncient frier or 
monke of Wales: this was found by 
the poſterity of the ſaid Gruffith ap Co- 
B >: + 
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ö nan in the houſe of Gwedir * in North 
| Wales, and at the requeſt of Morice 
| Wynne Eſq; (who had the ſame written E 
| in a moſt ancient booke and was lineally 4 
| deſcended from him) was tranſlated into 3 
| Latine by Nicholas Robinſon, Biſhop of $ 
| Bangor. 4 
| Owen Gwynedd was Prince after his 4 
| father. | Y 
| 'S 
| He married to his firſt wife Gwladys, 3 
| daughter to Lowarce ap Trahayarn, Lord I 
of Divet, by whom he had only Yer- A 
| werth b Drwndwn or Edward with the £3 
| There are two houſes ſo called at preſent very 5 
near each other, the one Lower Gæbedir and the other 5 
— Upper; they are both in Carnarvonſhire, on the : 
weſtern ſide of the Conway oppoſite to the town of 
1 Lanrwſt. One of theſe houſes. is ſo ancient as to be 
; mentioned in Saxton's map of Carnarvonſhire, which 

was engraved in 1578. Gwedir is ſaid to ſignify 

glaſs, and this was probably the firſt houſe in thoſe 

parts which had glazed windows. 

d This account differs very materially from that 
given by Dr. Powel in his Hiſtory of Cambria, 


broken 


* 


. 


3 4 
broken noſe, and by his ſecond wife called 
Chriſtian, daughter of Gronow ap Owen 
ap Ediwyn Lord of Englefield, being his 
coſen, he had David who after him was 
Prince; he had allo Rodri Lord of Angle- 
ſey, and Cadwallon who was Abbot of 
Bardſey, and Angharat wife of Griffith 
Marlor. He had beſides theſe by diverſe 
women Conan, Llewelin, Meredith, Edwal, 
Fun, Howel, Cadelh, Mador, Eneon, 
Cynwric, Philip, and Riryd Lord of 
Clochran in Ireland (v. PowePs cron.) 
This Prince Owen with his brother Cad- 
walader (as the Welſh Cronicle maketh 
mention) in his father's time made many 


p. 226. It ſhould ſeem however that the author 
made uſe of ſome materials in compiling his ſhort 
chronicle of the Princes of Wales, which Dr. Powel 
had no opportunity of conſulting ; and he hath al- 
ready mentioned a life of Griffith ap Conan written 
by a moſt ancient Friar or Monk of Wales. 

Dr. Powel's Hiſtory was publiſhed in 1584, and 
as the author refers to it in this page, it proves 
that this part of the MS, was. written after that 
year, 


B 2 victorious 


E 


victorious voyages into South Wales 
againſt the Normans that incroached 
mightilie on that country, and in a 
pitched field ſlew 3000 men, and put 
the reſt to flight. - Being prince after his 
father's death, he overthrew the Earle 
ot Cheſter and a number of March Lords, 
and (as Giraldus Cambrenſis hath it in his 
Hiſtory, intituled Itinerarium Cambriæ) 
repulſed K. Henry II. who made three 
voyages royall againſt Wales with all the 


Power of England, Normandy, and Aqui- 


tane, together with the ſuccours of Flan- 


ders and Britayne. In one of the voyages 


at Countſhill wood the whole army of 
the King was put to flight, as the French 
Chronicle * ſayth, the King's perſon en- 


b As there are ſeveral French Chronicles which 


occaſionally treat of what happened in England, 
it is difficult to aſcertain what Hiſtory the author 
alludes to. He alſo does not explain in any inſtance 
what Welſh Chronicle he ſo often refers to; whe- 


ther that of Caradoc of Lancarvon, that before 


mentioned to have been written by-a Friar of Con- 


way, or perhaps ſome other compilation of the 


dangered, 


8 
3 
4 
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dangered, and the great ſtandard of 
England overthrowne and forſaken, 
which was the cauſe that Robert Mount- 
fort, a noble baron, impeached Henry 
of Eſſex the ſtandard bearer, (who held 
that office by inheritance), for beginning 
the flight, of treaſon, which being tried 
by combate, the ſtandard-bearer was 
overthrowne, his office, lands, and goods 
confiſcate, and himſelfe ſhaven a monke 
in the Abbey of Reading. After that 
this Prince had raigned moſt victoriouſly 
thirty-two years, he died. Ir is written 
of him, that he was ſoe fortunate, as 
that he never attempted that enterprice 
which he atchieved not. 


Cadwalader, brother to prince Owen *, 
was married to Alice, daughter to Ri- 


ſame ſort. The author alſo cites the copy of a 
Welſh chronicle in the poſſeſſion of his relation Sir 
Thomas Williams of Trefriw. See p. 13 & 15. 

© Cadwalader frater Oæuini magni ſalutem in Do- 
mino; Notum fit univerſitati veſtrz quod ego Cad- 


B 3 chard 


— ea” Ta AE, 979» AE 


' 
' 
j 


© 
chard earl of Clare, and was lord of 
Credigiawn or Cardiganſhire. 


Though this record is atteſted by Cad- 
walader king of Wales becauſe he had 
kingly authority in this countrey, yet he 
was no more than a ſubject to his brother, 
by whom he was baniſhed, and loſt his 
lands, till by compoſition the ſame were 
reſtored. The Welſh Chronicle calleth 
him Prince of Wales: he dwelled moſt 
at the caſtle of Aberyſtwythe. He was 
murthered by the Engliſh ſouldiers which 


walader pro ſalute animæ mez & omnium anteceſ- 
ſorum & heredum meorum dedi & conceſſi Deo & 
Eccl'ie S. Joannis Evan' de Hageman & Canonicis 
ibidem Deo ſervientibus in puram & p'petuam 
Eleemoſynam Eccl'iam de Nevin. T. Alic' de 
Clara uxore mea, Ranul pho comite Ceſtriæ, &c. Pre- 


cipio quod Abbas Salop & Conventus habeant totam 


tenuram ſuam inter Ryblam & Merſam T. R. 
comite de Clare & Cadwaladro ap Gr. ap Cynan 
rege Walliarum, & Roberto Baſſet & Gaufrid apud 
Ceſtriam. 


2 Two riyers in Lancaſhire, 


the 


E 
the King ſent to conduct him to his 
countrey. 


After the death of Owen, Yerwerth 
(or Edward), his ſonne, being thought 
unfitt to governe by reaſon of the de- 
formity of his face, David his brother 
became Prince in his father's roome. 


I find that Yerwerth Drwndwn, or 
Edward with the broken noſe, being put 
from the government of the principality, 
had aſſigned him for his part of his fa- 
ther's inheritance, the hundreds of Nan- 
conwy and Ardydwy. He dwelled at the 
caſtle of Dolwyddelan i, where it is thought 
credible his ſon Llewelyn the Great, or 
prince Llewelyn was borne, whoſe mo- 
ther was Maryed the daughter of Ma- 
dog ap Meredydd prince of Powys. 


4 This caſtle 1s ſituated in the S. eaſtern parts of 
*arnarvonſhire, and in perhaps the leaſt frequented 
þrt of the mountains. The remains at preſent 
ar very inſignificant. | 
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Conan ap Owen Gwynedd his ſon had 
for his part the countey of Merioneth ©, 


David married Emma ſiſter to King 
Henry the II. and had by her a ſonne 
called Owen; upon confidence of that 
match he baniſhed his baſe brethe- 
ren, and impriſoned his brother Rode- 
ric, becauſe he defired his portion of 
inheritance. But Rodericke breaking 
his brother's priſon, entered the iſle 
of Angliſey, and was received of the 
people as ſovraigne lord thereof, and 
within a while recovered all that parte 
of Wales which lyeth above the ri- 


ver of Conway. Ar ſuch time as Gi- 


raldus Cambrenſis in the company of 
Baldwyn Archbiſhop of Canterbury tra- 
vailed through Wales, preachipg the 
croſſe againſt the infidells, David had 
noe other part of the principality of 
Wales ſave Ruddlan caſtle and the ter 


© It is therefore always ſtiled by Giraldus Cm- 
brenſis, Terra filiorum Conani, 
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ritorie adjacent, which he held with a 
garriſon of Engliſh, where the Archbi- 
ſhop lodged one night to viſit the King's 
ſiſter, as the ſame Giraldus doth teſtifie 
in his booke intituled, His Tourney 
through Wales. 


Giraldus maketh mention, that Ro- 
deric was Prince at ſuch time as the 
Archbiſhop preached the Crofle in Angli- 
ſey, and that he had in his court Lle- 
welyn the ſon of Yerwerth, or Edward, 
his nephew, who, though he was over- 
borne by his uncle David (that maried 
the K. of England's filter, and had by 
her iſſue male), as alſoe by his uncle 
Roderic, (who, to ſtrengthen himſelfe with 
the power of South Wales, had maried 
his own. coſen, daughter of the Lord 
Rys ap Gruffith ap Rys ap Tewdwr 
mawr, and by her had iſſue Gruffith 


and Thomas), yet God ſoe advanced the 


right of the young prince Llewelyn, that 
in time he put down both his uncles 
from 


5 


from the princely ſcepter and their 
poſterity, yet it may be imagined, (con- 
ſidering what places they held in their 
country, and what friends they had 
abroad), not without an honourable com- 


poſition and proviſion for themſelves and 


their poſterities firſt had. 


It appeareth by the records in K. 
John's time remayning in the Tower, 
that the King gave to Owen the fon of 
David, being his coſen german, and to 
Gruffith the ſonne of Rodri three can- 


treds, viz. Rhos, Rheviniog, and Duf- 


fryn Clwydd, excepting the caſtle of 
Gannocke f and the territorie of Creid- 
dyn, wherein the ſaid caſtle did ſtand, 
and alſoe gave them three other cantreds 
if they could winne them: the record 
followeth in hec verba 2. 

f The caſtle of Gannocſe is ſuppoſed to have been 


ſituated below Conway, where the river empties 
itſelf into the ſea. 


2 ] O' Dei gra? &c. Sciatis Nos conceſlifle & hac 
charta n'ra confirmaſſe Audoeno filio Davidis & 
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By this record, (as alſo by the Welſh 
hiſtorie, which mentioneth that David 


Gruff' filio Roderici tria cantreda; ſc. Rhos, 
ſalvo Nobis caſtro de Gannocke cum Creythyn ubi 
caſtrum illud ſedet, Rhevenioc & Duffryn Clwyd 
cum p'tinentiis ſuis integre tenenda ipſis Au- 
doeno & Gruffino & heredibus ſuis de Nobis & he- 
redibus n'ris, faciendo inde Nobis & heredibus n'ris 
ſervicia ſubſcripta; ſ. ſingulis annis x11 dextra- 
rios de pretio: ſ. de unoquoq; cantred 1111 dex- 
trarios; & preterea de illis tribus cantredis unam 
natamꝰ canum p' annum, & decem lepores & omnes 
accipitres & falcones gentiles & ſpervarios dict' 
trium Cantredorum, reddendo inde Nobis & here- 
dibus n'ris ſingulis annis apud Salop ad Feſtum 
S. Petri ad vincula. P'terea ipſi ambo ibunt in ſer- 
vitium n'rum cu' gentibus de dict' cantredis & 
alias remanebunt ſi volumus. P'dicti vero Audoenus 
& Gruffinus obſides Nobis dabunt de fideli ſervitio 
ſuo. S. Audoenus filius David dabit filiu' ſuu' de 
uxore ſua deſponſat' c. & , p'pofſe illorum & p- 
licentiam 1 ram poſſint conquirere Arown Ariclawit 
& Lewin, idon' ſervic' Nobis facient de illis tribus 
p'dict' cantredis. Hiis T. Dom', Winton Ep'o, 


W. Comite Sarum fratre noſtro, G. filio Petri Com” 


b This is the word uſed in the MS.; it ſhould however, 
probably, be meutam canum, from the French word meute. 


ap 


E 4 


ap Owen often aſſayed by the power of 
the King of England to recover the prin- 
cipality againſt Prince Llewelyn his ne- 
phew) it may appeare that the coſens, 
Owen the ſonne of David, and Gruffith 


the ſon of Rodri, joyned with the K. of 


England againſt their prince Llewelyn; 
but all in vaine, for Giraldus maketh 


mention, they got noe other portion but 


what they had by compoſition. In what 
place it was in Wales the ſons of Rodri 
had poſſeſſions graunted them, or whe- 
ther it was in diverſe places (as is moſt 
likely it ſhould be, to weaken men of 


their alliance, friends, and authority 


among the commons), it doth not appeare 
by certayne record. 


Whether David ap Owen had any 
more children by the king's ſiſter but 


Warren, S. Com' Winton, W*m Com? Ferrar, Wil- 
li'mo Briover, Petro fil' Herberti, Tho' de Ardiner, 


Ph'o de Arch juſtic' Ceſtr'. Dat' apud Suwerit“ 


xxxi Octob' anno regni n'ris X1111%, 
Owen, 
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Owen, and whether any, or who be 
deſcended, either by male or female, of 
them, I cannot yet find any certainty there- 
of. In a fragment of a Welſh cronicle, 
copied by Sir Thomas Williams, I find, 
that in the end Llewelin killed his uncle 
David and all his poſterity, at Conway. 
Soe that I think there is none deſcended 
from the {aid David and the Lady Emma 
his wife either, male or female. 


The poſterity of Rodri had large poſ- 
ſeſſions in Denbigh land, called Rhos 
Ravoniawg, neare and about Denbigh 
caſtle, in the chiefeſt and beſt part of the 
ſame, as hereafter in this hiſtory ſhall 
appeare (whereby it may ſeeme K. John's 
graunt of that countrey was not wholly 
fruſtrate unto them, or perhaps they 
had that land given them by the laſt 
prince Llewelyn) and alſo were lords of 
diverfe e in the county of Car- 


naryon, 


( 14 ] 
narvon, eſpecialie in the hundred of Evio- 
neth. The Evioneth men have it among 
them by tradition, that Llewelyn the 
Great gave the lands in Evioneth unto the 
poſterity of Rodri. I find in a fragment of 
a Welth cronicle, copied by my kinſman 
Sir Thomas Williams, that Rodri had an- 
other ſon called Einion (as is afore ſpeci- 
fied): by the daughter of the Lord Rys, 


Prince of South Wales, beſide Gruffith 
before mentioned and Thomas. 


Rodri his ſecond wife was daughter 
to Gotheric, King of Man. In anno 
Dom. 1243 Rodri ap Owen, by the help 
of Gotheric K. of Man, invaded Angli- 
ſey, but within one yeare was thence 
repulſed by the ſonns of Conan ap 
Owen. Gwynedd, who held the iſle to 
+ themſelves. Quere, who are deſcended 
of this Conan ? There is in the towne- 
thipp of Pennant Evioneth a gwely | 
called 


5 
= 


E 
called gwely wyrion Cyna s held very 
freely ; many ſuppoſe that part of this 


Conan's inheritance was there. I re- 


member the words of Giraldus Cam- 
brenſis, that ſayeth, I will adviſedly omir 
the cruell and unnaturall warrs that 
were for ambition of government be- 
twene Prince Owen's children and offe- 
ſpring in the time of the faid Giraldus. 
Rodri lyeth buried in the Colledge of 
Kerkyby h. This I had out of the Welſh 


cronicle, copied by Sir Thomas Will' of 
Trefriw i. 


Thomas ap Rodri maried Marged, the 
daughter of Einion ap Siſyllt, and had 


? This may be rendered, The Tenement of the 


Nephews of Conan. — Gwely 3s literally a bed, — 
metaphorically any place of reſt, hence houſe, ha- 
bitation, manor, eſtate, or tenement. 


n Kerkyby is at preſent called Holyhead in 


Angleſey. 


i Trefriw 1s a village in Carnarvonſhire, ſituated 


on the ſouthern ſide of the Conway, about two 


miles below Gwedir. It ſignißes the town on the 
bank or declivity. 


by 


„ 
by her Cariadog ap Tho', who maried 
Eva the daughter of Gwyn ap Gruff', 
Lord of Kegidfa, and had by her Ei- 
nion ap Cariadog, Lord of Penythen 
(where his manor is called to this day, 
Llys k Einion ap Cariadog), Bala devlyn, 
Penyberth, and of many places more, as 
may be imagined by his greatneſs in his 
time. He had alſo Gruff' ap Cariadog 
Lord of Friwlwyd | (where the ruins 
of his manor houſe do alſoe appeare), 
Yitrad, Eſkibion, and of other great 
poſſeſſions in Rhos and Ravoniawg. He 
had likewiſe Syna maried to Gruff' ap 
Llewelyn, by whom the ſaid Gruff' begat 
Llewelyn ap Gruffith laſt Prince of Wales 
of the Brittiſh race, who was flayne at 
Buctt. Llewelyn ap Jerwerth ap Owen 


Ih ſignifies a palace, or great manſion houſe. 

' Friwlwyd is a townſhip ſituated in the pariſh 
of Lanarmon and hundred of Evioneth in Carnar- 
vonſhire: a ſmall river runs through it bearing that 
name. Yſtrad and Eſkibion muſt probably adjoin 


to this townſhip, 


Gwynedd 
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viarum diſcrimina nunci! 


133 
Gwynedd haveing by the hielpe of his 
Coſens Conan ap Owen Gwinedd's 
ſonnes, deprived his uncles, began to 
raigne anno 1194, Who atchieved ſoe ma- 
ny noble enterpriſes that he obtained 
the name of Llewelyn the Great among 
all poſteritie and writers. His workes 
and worthy deeds being remembred by 
ſoe many writers, do make me the 
leſſe to dwell upon the reherſall of them, 
ſeeing my purpoſe is no more than cur- 
ſoriwiſe to touch the raigne of the prin- 
ces, to the end to make the hiſtory ! 1 
write more eaſie to be underſtood. Only I 
have thought good to inſert here a cop- 
pie of one of King Henry the Third's 
letters ® unto the ſaid Prince Lywelyn, 
which is extant in the records of the 
treaſurie at Weſtminſter (becauſe it is 


| The author by this means the hiſtory of his 


own family. 


= HENRICUS Rex Angliz &c. Leolino 


Principi Aberfr' D'no de Snowdon, Salutem & ſe 


totum. Cum propter innundationes aquarum & 
i n'ri ad vos accedere non 
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extant in noe cronicle that I have ſeen) 
and was thence brought to light by Ri- 
chard Broughton Eſq; Juſtice of North- 


poſſint, p' curſorem quendam literas p'ſentes duxi- 
mus deſtinendas, p' quas majeſtati veſtræ ſignifica- 
mus qd Nos p' Nobis & n'ris vobiſcum & cum 
o'1bus veſtris pacem tenuimus & tenebimus in fu- 
turu', & hoc dedimus ballivis n'ris & impriſiis“ in 
mandatis, ut pacem cum ſuis Comarthionibus fir- 
miter teneant & obſervent. Quare veſtram rogamus 
ſerenitatem quod ballivis in Marchia comoran- 
tib' detis fi placet in mandatis q'd cum n'ris pacent 
teneant inviolatam : bene placitum veſtrum ſi placet 


nobis ſignificetis. Valeat ex'lentia veſtra. 


This letter is printed as copied by Sir John 
Wynne. It ſhould not be concealed however that 
upon examining the records in Rymer for the year 
1233 and 17th of Henry the Third, it turns out to 
be a letter from Lewelin to Henry the Third, and 
not from that King to Lewelin. See Rymer, 
vol. t. par. i. p. 114. Hague Ed. 

This letter, is preceded by one from Henry the 


Third to Lewelin in the following words : 


« Rex Lewelino Principi de Aberfrau &c. Do- 
mino de Snawdun. Salutem. 


Noveritis quod die lunz proximo poſt inſtans 
Feſtum Nativitatis beatæ Mariæ mittemus conſi- 


* This word fignifies one who undertakes another's buſineſs, 
from emprendre, an old French term uſed for entreprendre 


Wales, 


E 9 J 
Wales, the chicfe antiquary of England; 
a man to whom his countrey is much be- 
holden, preferring nothing more than the 


honour thereof, which he moſt carefully 


raketh out of the aſhes of oblivion, in 
ſearching, quoting, and coppying, to his 


lium noſtrum uſque Colewent, in occurſum conſilii 
veſtri ibidem. Et ideo vos rogamus quod deti; 
conſilio veſtro plenam poteſtatem ad exponendam 
conſilio noſtro plene voluntatem veſtram, quia nos 
dabimus conſilio noſtro ex parte noſtra plenam po- 
teſtatem ad exponendam conſilio veſtro voluntatem 
noſtram ad firmiter pacem faciendam inter nos & 
vos; ita quod nullus ſcrupulus fit inter vos & nos. 

Et volumus quod id providebitur inter nos & vos, 
quod nullo modo vos, vel David filius veſter aliquo 
tempore a ſervitio noſtro recedatis. 

Teſte R. apud Hayam 11 diem Septembr'.“ 

Rymer, ibid. 

The author ſeems to have aſcribed the firſt letter 
to Henry the Third, on account of the expreſſions 
Majeſtas weftra — rogamus ſerenitatem — waleat excel- 
lentia weftra, which he choſe ſhould be applied to 
Lewelin, Whereas it appears by the letter from 
this King to Lewelin that he conſidered him as his 
vaſſal, Quod nullo medo <os wel David filius weſter 
aliquo tempore a noſtro ſervitio recedatis. 


G2 great 


1 


great chardge, all the ancient records he 
can come by. 


Anno Domini 1253 one Gruffith ap 


Conan ap Owen Gwynedd was buried 
in a monkes cowle in the Abbey of 
Conway, as ſayeth the Welſh cronicle. 


Anno 1201 * Prince Llewelyn baniſhed 
Meredith the ſonne of Conan ap Owen 
Gwynedd ſuſpected of treaſon, and ſeiſed 
the cantreds! of Llin and Evioneth, which 
were Conan's lands, into his own hands. 
Giraldus Cambrenſis in his Itinerarium 
Cambriæ ſayeth, that the cantreds of 
Llin and Evioneth were the poſſeſſions 
of Owen Gwynedd's children when he 


x It muſt be admitted that theſe fas are not ſtated 
with proper attention to their dates. 

A cantred is a diſtrict of country, which is 
thus deſcribed by Giraldus Cambrenſis ; *©* Unius 
commoti ſolum, 1, e. quarta pars cantredi ; habet 
autem hzc inſula (ſc. Mona) trecentas quadraginta 
villas, & pro tribus cantredis reputatur.” The 
cantreds of Llin and Evioneth are in the S. W. 
parts of Carnarvonſhire. The latter is fo called 
from its being watered with many ſtreams. 


paſſed 
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paſſed through Wales, and that they 
had two caſtles, the one in Carnmadrin 
in Llin, the other called Dewdraeth 
juxta montana de Erryri ; which con- 
firmeth that Ardydwy and Evioneth made 
but one cantred, for Penrhyn Deu- 
draeth, where that caſtle ſtood, is in 
Ardydwy u. I am of opinion that the 
cantreds of Llùn and Evioneth were the 
poſſeſſions of Rodri, and given by this 
Prince Llewelyn, upon the expulſion of 
Rodri from the principality, to this Me- 
redith ap Conan: howſoever it was, the 
poſterity of Rodri held it till the con- 
queſt of Wales by the King of England, 
and then how they loſt what remayned 
undivided into ſmall portions, ſhall here- 
after be ſhewed in this Hiſtory. 


Llewelyn, Prince of Wales, married 
Joane the daughter of King John, be- 
gotten by his wife Agatha, daughter of 


= Ardydwy is a hundred in the N. Weſtern part 
of Merionethſhire, 


C 2 Robert 


3 2 J 

Robert Ferrers, Earle of Darby. The 
King in marriage gave with his daughter 
the lordſhip of Eleſmer in the marches 
of Wales. Some will affirme that Aga- 
tha was not the King's wife, but para- 
mour. But that is moſt untrue, for he 
married her long before he was King, and 
becauſe ſhe bare noe iſſue male (as ſome 
affirme) divorſed himfelfe from her; 
others thinke ſhe died anone after he 
Was King ® 


" Joane was, however, moſt certainly the illegiti- 
mate daughter of Acatha, as there 1s in Rymer an 
inſtrument thus entitled, “De remiſſione Lewelino 
*© Walliæ Principi qui Foannam Regis filiam notham 
„ duxerat in uxorem.” — It concludes, Et quod 
é jpſum deinceps pro filio habebimus, vol. i. par. i. 
P- 48. anno 1208. 10 Joh. 

Accordingly, four years afterwards, King John 

ends a letter; © DileQo- £779 jus Lewelino Princip: 
* Walliz.” Ibid. p. 65. 


What ſeems ſtill more extraordinary, in the next - 


reign, this ſpurious daughter of K. John's is ſtiled 
by Henry the Third, his ſiſter, and Lewelin /ometimes 
his brother, as likewiſe David, the ſon of this mar- 
riage, his nephew, See vol, I. par. i. p. 81, 98, 

Prince 
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Prince Llewelyn in his youth, long 
before this recited mariage, had maried 


& 100. in which laſt reference Lewelin's wife 1s 
allo ſtiled Domina Norwalliæ. 

The ſtone coffin in which, according to tradi- 
tion, this daughter of K. John's was buried, is ſtill 
uſed as a trough for the cattle to drink out of, not 
far from a farm houſe called Friars, which 1s ſi- 
tuated in the iſland of Angleſey about a mile N. 
of Beaumaris, on the ſea-coaſt. She is ſuppoſed 
to have been buried in the neighbouring church of 
Llanvays ; and that this part of the tradition is true, 
appzars by the following extract frem an inftru- 
ment in Rymer : 

Pro Fratribus Minorum de Llanvayfſii in Inſula 
noſtra de Angleſye. 


...... Conſiderantes quod in eadem domo 
corpus tam filie Regis Fohannis progenitoris noſtri 
quam fi; Regis Daciæ, necnon corpora Domini de 
Clyffort &c. /epulta _exiſiunt. Rymer, vol. iv. part. ii. 
p. 83. A. D. 1414, & 2 Hen. V. 


Theſe ſons of the King of Dacia * I ſhould rather 


* Dacia is generally agreed to be a large tract of country on 
the Danube, (See Baudrand in Articulo), In Rymer's Col- 
lection, however, it always fignifi-s Denmark; inſtances of 
this frequently occur till the reign of Q. Elizabeth, when the 

King of Denmark is ſtiled Rex Daniæ. 


C 4 Tangywſtl, 


L 24 ] 
Tangwyſtl, daughter of Lowarch Goch of 


Rhos, by whom he begate a moſt valiant 
ſonne, called Gruffith ap Lewelyn, who, 


as heire apparent in his father's time, 


after many warrs betweene him and his 


father, had the cantreds of Englefield, 
Ros, Rovoniog, and Dyffryn Clwyd 
given him by his father, being coun- 
treys next adjoyning unto England, to 
the end he might defend his countrey 
from the Engliſh. 


This Gruffith, in his father's time, 
maried Sina, or Senena, as the Latine 
Booke * calleth her, daughter to Caria- 


dog ap Tho' ap Rodri ap Owen Gwey- | 


| ſuppoſe to be natural ones, as Joan was of K. 


John : they had probably joined the army of Ed- 
ward the Firſt when he was in Wales. 


o It is rather difficult to aſcertain what hiſtory 


of Wales the author means to refer to by what he 


| tiles the Latine booke, Caradoc of Lancarvan's 
Hiſtory ended with the year 1156, and therefore 


ned: 
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5 
ned: ſome of our Welſh pedigrees ſay 
ſhe was the daughter of the King of 
Man, but it is an untruth; there are 
other moſt ancient records to the con- 


trary, veryfying as here is laid downe. 
7 


Alſo it is evident her brethren Ein- 
gan ap Cariadog and Gruffith ap Ca- 
riadog loſt their lands in the quarel of 
her ſonne, Llewelyn ap Griffith, laſt 


long before Gruffith's marriage. It was continued 
indeed by the bards (which belonged to the two 
abbeys of Conway and Stratflur) to the year 1270; 
but Dr. Powel, who mentions the above particu- 
lars, does not ſtate whether this continuation was 
in Welſh or Latin. As it chiefly depended upon 
the Bards at their c/era, I ſhould ſuppoſe that it was 
in the Welſh language. As for Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth, whoſe hiſtory is in Latin, all the tranſactions 
he gives an account of are long anterior to what 
is here alluded to. It ſhould therefore ſeem that 
the author refers to Matthew Paris or ſome of our 
Hiſtorians, who wrote in Latin, and occaſionally 
take notice of Welſh occurences. 


Prince 


„„ 
Prince of Wales, when his uncle David 
held the principalitie againſt him, as 
ſhall hereafter appeare. In Prince Lle- 
welyn ap Jerwerth's time you ſhall find 
mencion made of Howell ap Gruffith ap 
Conan ap Owen Gwynedd, whom the 
Prince doth baniſh in anno 1211, and 
after, in anno 1215, you ſhall find him 
firſt remembred in the honourable voy- 
age Prince Llewelyn made unto Sourh- 
Wales, when he raſed Carmarthen, 
(Quere, Where his poſſeſſions were? and 


who are come of him?!) Howell ap 


Gruff' ap Conan was buried at Con- 
Way. 


I find not, during Prince Llewelyn ap 
Jerwerth's raigne, any mencion made of 
any thing done by the poſterity of Rodri 
ap Owen Gwynedd: a man may eaſily 
gueſſe the reaſon, for this Prince held 


them under, and ſuſpected leſt they ſhould 


5 _ aſpire 
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1 
aſpire to the princely dignity, which 
their anceſtors ſometime had held. 


In the raigne of David, ſonne to the 
ſaid Prince Llewelyn by Joane King 
John's daughter, who began to raigne 
anno 1240, Eingan and Gruff' ap Ca- 
riadog tooke parte with their ſiſter's ſonne, 
Llewelyn ap Gruff', the laſt Prince 
of Wales of that line, afterwards ſlayne 


at Buellt. 


We receave it by tradition from fa- 
ther to ſonne in Evioneth, that David 
ap Llewelyn being Prince by the ayde 
of his uncle, the King came to the 


towne of Pwllhely in Llun to parle 


with the bretheren Eingan and Gruft? ; 


whom the bretheren met with ſuch a 
force on the day of truce, that the 


Prince told them they were too ſtrong 


to be ſubjects; whereto they anſwered, 
that 


1 4 
that he was rather too weake to be 
Prince, and ſoe parted without any con- 
cluſion or agreement. In the end they 
were forced by long warrs to forgoe 
that countrey, and to loſe their land 
there, and to joyne themſelves to their 
nephew Llewelyn ap Griffith, who then 
had his court at Maeſmynan in Flint- 
ſhire. He alſo held, as is before-men- 
tioned, the cantreds of Englefield, Dyffryn 
Clwyd, Ros, and Rovoniawg, againſt his 
uncle David ; haveing warre on the one 
ſide with the King, on the other fide 
with his uncle, who gave them greate 


poſſeſſions (as ſome thinke) as afore is 


remembred about Denbigh Caſtle, 


Llewelyn, the ſonne of Gruffith, their 
nephew, after the death of his uncle Da- 
vid, attayning the government of Wales, 
reſtored to his uncles their lands and 


poſſeſſions in the county of Carnarvon. 
; | I find 


4 


— aa tt renin 3 bs, th dba 


_ : W rer 
. IM 5 > "= ; 
tute cp o-_=— EE. woes > % 


r 


. 

28 

1 * 
by 
WJ 
= 

3 
* * I 
d | 
C * 
3 
3 * 


A 2 P I e ä 1 REES > 23 9 
0 9 MES es > a -1 > , CT 
FS. ag "3 "I P a Aa 4 4 - >" x 
r Sai 


„ 


. 


PPP 


1 29 J 
find noe record of any thing done by 
them in the time of the ſame Prince. 


Eignan ap Cariadog had a ſonne, of 
whome mention ſhall be made hereafter, 
called Tudur Lord of Penychen ?, Peny- 
berth, and Baladeulyn, and whether he 
had any more ſonnes is to me un- 
certain. 


Gruft* ap Cariadog maried Leuki, 
daughter of Llowarch Vaughan ap Llo- 
warch Goch ap Llowarch Holbwrch, and 
had but one ſonne to my knowledge, called 
David ap Gruffith; which David maried 
Eva the ſole heireſs of Gruffith Vaughan 
ap Gruffith ap Mereithig of Penyfed in 
Evioneth, by whome he had three ſonnes, 


e This is a townſhip near the ſea, in the Pariſh 


of Aberarch in Carnarvonſhire, and ſituated be- 
tween the towns of Crekeith and Pullhely, It ſig- 
nifies the Point or Promontory of Oxen. 


viz. 


1 1 
viz. David, Meredith, and Howell. This 
appeares by the record of the extent made 
of Denbigh land, in the time of Edward 
the firſt, by Henry Lacy Earle of Lin- 
colne, to whome the King gave that 
land upon the conqueſt of Wales : for 
Henry Lacy minding to make a princely 
ſeate of the caſtle of Denbigh, per 
force compaſſed the children of the ſaid 
David ap Gruff' to exchange their poſ- 
ſeſſions about Denbigh Caſtle (which 
were great) with him for other lands of 
lefle value in the ſaid lordiſhip, in the 
furtheſt part from him: the words of 
the record follow thus 4. 


How they left the Lordſhip of Friwl- 


wyd, and other their lands in the Coun- 
ty of Carnarvon, I can find no record of, 
but only have it by tradition, that it 
was taken from them by the King's of- 


ficers, for to this day it is parte of the 


© By ſome miſtake however the record is omitted 


in the MS, 


prin- 
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; principalitie of Wales; which is not un- 
like, confidering what befell to the other 
cozens, the heirs of Penychen, Peny- 
berth, and Baladeulyn, whereof there 
is a very good record and certaine, re- 


maynyng in the prince's treaſury in Car- 
= NArVON. 


Eignan ap Cariadog had one ſonne 
called Tudur ap Eingan, and one 
daughter called Gwervile, whereof the 
record enſueing after maketh mention. 
You are to underſtand, that after the 
conqueſte of Wales, the countrey in ge- 
nerall, as well as in particular, found 
themſelves aggrieved for the wronges 
offered by the Engliſh officers, and ſoe 
ſent certaine men with their generall 
and private grieftes to the prince lying 
at Kennington " neare London in the time 


This place in Domeſday is filed Chenintune, 
but now Kennington. It is ſituated in the pariſh of 


of 


1 
J. 
| 
| 
|} 
' 
| 
| 
i 


E * 3 
of the Parliament in anno 33d of Edward 


the Firſt, among the which theſe are 
mentioned ©. 


Weſt Lambeth, and was formerly a royal palace. 
See Maitland's London, vol. ii. p. 1387. 

r Petitiones de Kennington factæ apud Kenning- 
ton p' homines North-Walliz p' Comitatibus p' 
ſing'lares perſonas exhibitz D'no principi filio 
Regis Edwardi conqueſtoris Walliz & conſilio 
ſuo apud Kennington extra London tempore Par- 
Jiamenti p*di& regis habiti apud Weſtminſterium 
1": Dominica quadrageſimz an'o regni Regis 
p'dict' Edwardi 33?, & Reſponſiones ad eaſdem Pe- 
tiones factæ & liberatæ juſtic' North-Walliæ ſub 
privato ſigillo dicti D'ni Principis ad executionem 
reſponſionum p'dict' faciend' & eas firmiter obſer- 
vandum in p'tib' North-Walliæ. 

Ad petitionem Leolini & Gruffini flioru* Oweni 
ap Llewelyn de eo q'd Tudur ap Eingan avuncu- 


lus erat D'nus.de Baladeulyn, Penechyn, & Peny- 


berth in Com' Carnarvon & ſeiſitus poſt pacem 
p'clamat' fere p' unum annum, polt cujus deceſſum 
tenementa p'di& ad Gwervillam ſororem dict' Tu- 
dur' deſcendiſſe debuerunt, ſed domina Regina mater 


Principis affectavit tenementa illa & ea a D'no ob- 


tinuit, quæ quidem tenementa nunc ſunt in manu 


principis & ad eos jure hereditatis ſpectant; unde 


petunt remedium. Reſponſum eſt, q'd juſtic' in- 


It 
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It is neceſſary for the underſtanding 
of this record, and the ſenſe thereof, 
that you firſt underſtand, that after the 
death of Prince Llewelyn in Buellt, the 
King made a proclamation of peace to 
all the inhabitants of Wales, receiving 
them all that would come in and yeald 
themſelves to him into his protection; 
graunting the uſe aud fruition of their 
lands, liberties, and privileges they held 
before in their countrey under the 
Prince of Wales. This is the peace 
ſpecified in the record : after which 


formet ſe ſup* content? in petitione p'dicta, & quo 
tempore diftus Tudur obiit, & fi forisfecit necne, & 


omnibus circumſtanciis, & certificet inde dominum 
ad petitionem eorum dicti Llewelyn & Gruffini q'd 
dominus velit concedere eis aliquas ballivas in 
Com' Carnarvon p'debita firma inde reddenda 


quouſq; diſcuſſum fit quid de eorum hæreditate 
fuerit faciendum. 


Reſponſum eſt quod p'tinet ad 


Juſtic* ordinare de ballivis p'ut utilitati domini 
melius viderit expedire. 


D Tudur 


L 34 1 
Tudur ap Eingan had held his lands al- 
moſt one yeare. To whom or to what 
family this Gwervill was maried I can- 
not as yet learne. This land ſoe taken 
is part of the poſſeſſions of the princi- 
palitie of Wales to this day. It is to be 
noted here, that all the felfe ſame time, 
in the raigne of Edward the Firſt, the 
Queene his wife tooke perforce the land 
of Eingan ap Cariadog's offspring in 
the county of Carnarvon, and Henry 
Lacie exchanged perforce, with Gruff* 
ap Cariadog's offspring in Denbigh land, 
and that the cozens ſtood in equall de- 
gree of kindred one to another, viz. 
cozen germans removed ; which hard 
dealing muſt needs pull downe a kindred. 


It cannot be otherwiſe alſoe, but that 


Friwlwyd was by the ſame Queene, or 
by the Juſtice Will” Sutton or others, 
who dealt hardly with the gentrie of 
theſe parts in thoſe days, taken from the 

poſterity 


„ 
poſterity of Gruff', for it is parte of the 
principalitie to theſe daies, although the 


record proving this happened not to 
fall into my hands. 


But to recurre to the offspring of Gruff? 
ap Cariadog, and their ſucceſſion, with the 
eſtate and condition they lived in from time 
to time unto this day ; it being my purpoſe 
to treat thereof. Out of the three bre- 
thren, David, Meredith, and Howell, who 
exchanged, as above is remembred, with 
the Earle of Lincolne, the poſterity 
onely of Howell doth remaine in cre- 
dite and ſhew in their countrey, the poſ- 
terity of the other two being by diviſion 
and ſubdiviſion of gavelkind (the de- 
ſtruction of Wales) brought to the eſtate 
of meane freeholders, and ſoe haveing 
forgotten their deſcents and pedigree, 
are become as they never had been. If 
you aſke the queſtion why the ſucceſſion 
of Howell ſped better than the poſte- 
rity of the other two brethren, I can 
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1 I 
yeald no other reaſon, but God's mercy 
and goodneſs towards the one more than 
the other, as God ſayd in the booke 
of Moſes, © I will have mercy on whome 
* 1 will have mercy,” for they lived in 
the ſame commonwealth, and under the 
fame {torme of oppreſſion, ſoe as if God 
had not left us a. ſeed, we had beene 


like Sodom, or. compared to Gomorrha. 


Nevertheleſs by the goodneſs of God 
we are and continue in the reputation- 
of gentlemen from time to. time ſithence 
unto this day, as ſhall. appeare by the 
diſcourſe following. The. offspring of 
David ap Meredith hold the land ex- 
changed by the Earle of Lincolne with 
their anceſtors, viz. the towneſnip of 
Yſcorebryll in. Eglwys vach and halfe 
Maethebroyd in Llanrwſt *, and are re- 


* Eglwys vach (or the little church) is a pariſh 
in the S. W. part of Denbighſhire. 


© The town of Lanrwſt is alſo in Denbighſhire, 
not tar dillant from the pariſh of Eglwys vach. 


puted 


1 


puted to be deſcended from Gruffith ap 
Conan in the quarter where they dwell, 
but yet are not able to lay downe the 
certayntie of their pedegree. 


David ap Gruff' ap Cariadog (as before 
mentioned) maried Eva the daughter and 
heireſs of Gruff* Vaughan ap Gruff” ap 
Morythig, and by her had that land 
which in the extent of North Wales is 
called Gwely Griffry in Penyved in 
Evioneth in the county of Carnarvon ; 
the quit rent of the Prince out of this 
Gwely® is 31. 19s. Which Morithig the 
grandfather of this woman was, I am 
uncertaine, for there were two of that 
name ; one in North Wales, who is de- 
ſcended from Sandde Hardd O Vortyn, 
from whome the chiefe men in Yale and 
Maelor * derive their deſcent ; and ano- 


This word hath been before explained. 
_ * Extenſive Lordſhips in Denbighſhire. 
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1 
ther in South Wales, called Morithyg 
Warwyn, of whome are come all the 
Vaughans. It did not appear by the Welſh 
pedegrees, that this Griffry ? was de- 
ſcended of Morythig, till I found the 
record in the Exchequer of Carnarvon. 
If a man liſt to be curious which of 
both Morythigs this was, let him find 


whether of them lived neareſt this time, 
and that ſure was he. 


Howell ap David* maried Eva the 
daughter and heire of Jevan ap 
Howell ap Meredith of Evioneth (by 
ſome cards * of pedegree ſhe is called 
Mytanwy s) and had by her large poſſeſ- 
ſions in Evioneth, which to this day re- 


Y Grifry is before explained to be the name of 
a place, and not of a man. It ſhould ſeem to have 
been a miſtake of the copier for Gruf*, a con- 
traction the author frequently uſes for the name of 
Gryffith. — 

2 This 15 uſed for charts. 

2 j. e. Perhaps, My Fanny. See an ode to Myfannwy 
Fechan amongſt Evans's ſpecimens of Welſh Poetry, 


maine 


LW 
maine in the poſterity of the ſaid 


Howell, yet mangled with diviſion and 
' ſubdiviſion of gavelkinde. 


Memorandum, "That Evan ap Howell 
ap Meredith had another daughter and 
coheireſs, maried to one of Penllyn of 
the ſtocke of Riridflaidd of Penllyn, 
her name was Gwenllian, and ſhe maried 
Jevan ap Gruff' ap Madog ap Ririd- 
Aaidd of Penllyn 2. The ſaid Jevan 
ap Howell ap Meredith had a third 
daughter and coparcener that maried 
Howell ap. Gronw ap Jevan ap Gronw 
ap Howell. of Maelor, and by him ſhe 
had two daughters, viz. Gwervile ma- 
ried to Tudur ap Hob-y-dili, the other 
was Alician, who married Puleſton, and 
brought Havod y werne to that fa- 
mily. Evan ap Howell ap Meredith, 
father to this Eva, was brother to Gruff? 
ap Howell ap Meredith, who was father 


Z Penllynn is a hundred in Merionethſhire. 
D 4 to 


1 40 J 
to Emion ap Gruff', father to Jevan ap 
Einion and Howell. This Howell was 
knighted at the field of Poyctiers, and 
by our country-men is reported to have 
taken the French King; but howſoever 
it was, he did ſuch ſervice there, that 
the Prince beſtowed a meſſe of meate 
to be ſerved up dayly during his life 
before his battle-axe, which after was 
beſtowed on the poore, whereof he was 
called Sir Howell y fwyall*. He was 
alſoe conſtable of Cheſter and Criketh 
Caſtles Þ, and had the mills to farme, 
and other miny great office, and places 
of profit. Of Jevan ap Eingan his bro- 
ther are deſcended very many gentlemen 
of principall account in the county of 
Carnarvon. Howell begate Meredith 
and David, Meredith ap Howell dwelled 
in Evioneth at his houſes Keffin y fan, 


= Fwyall Gonifies an axe. 
b Some ſmall remains of this caſtle ill continue. 
It 18 on the ſea-coaſt of Carnarvonſhire, 


and 


TH, OP 

and Keſelgiffarch, and David ap Howell 
in Llanrwſt in Denbigh land, at his 
houſe called Henblas in Maethebroyd. 
Meredith ap Howell maried Morvydd 
the daughter of Jevan ap David ap Tra- 
hayarn goch of Livin, who was deſcended 
of the houſe of Rys ap Teudwr. In 
the extent of North Wales, made in the 
26th of Edward the Third, you ſhall 
find that Meredith ap Howell and others 
are the heires of Gwely. Griff? David 
ap Howell his brother maried * 

viz. Jevan ap Howell ap Meredith, the 
daughter of Gwenllian, and Jevan ap 
Griff? ap Madog ap Jerwerth was wife 
to Reignall ap Bleddyn, and had by her 
iſſue Robin Vaughan ap David ap Howell, 
who maried Angharad the daughter 
of Rys ap Gruff* ap Rys ap Ednyfed 
Vaughan, and had noe iſſue male, but 
one daughter called Cattrin ap Robin 
Vaughan, who maried Rys ap Eingan 


© There is a blank in this part of the MS. 
Vaughan 


E 
Vaughan of Llanrwſt, a gentleman of the 
houſe of Penwyn in Nanconwy and Den— 
bigh Land; who having noe iſſue male 
by her, but daughters, the greateſt parte 
of the poſſeſſions of that houſe, which 
were now worth a thouſand markes a 
yeare, came to the Saliſburies. For Ro- 
bert Saliſbury the elder, fourth ſonne of 


Tho. Saliſbury of Lleweny, in the county 


of Denbigh, Eſq; maried Gwenhwyfar, 
the daughter of Rys ap Eingan and Ca- 
therin the daughter of Robin Vaughan 
ap David ap Howell. Rys ap Eingan 
had one other daughter by her, called 
Lleify, ro whom he gave faire poſſeſ- 
ſions; but nothing comparable to the 
other, that was maried to Gruff ap Ma- 
dog Vaughan in Abergeley ©. All the 
inheritance of this Robin Vaughan ap 
David ap Howell, held after the Welſh 
tenure, within the lordſhip of Denbigh, 


© Abergeley is a town in the weſtern part of 
Denbighſhire, near the ſea. 


1 | was, 


I 13 J 

was, by the cuſtome of the countrey, to 
deſcend to his heire male, and ſo de- 
ſcended to Jevan, the ſonne of Robt ap 
Meredith his coſen, as hereafter ſhall be 
laid downe, in the life of the ſaid Jevan. 
I have in my houſe the probate of the 
teſtament of Morvydd, the wife of Me- 
redith ap Howell, as faire to behold as 
at the firſt day, bearing date anno 1416. 

The probate of the will is dated at Kri- 
| kieth, before one Robt Swaython, offi- 
cial of the Archdeacon of Merioneth. 
Mredith ap Howell had by her two 
ſonnes, Robt and Jevan, and a daugh- 
ter, called Marſh, maried to Jenkin Cons 
wey of Ruddlan, mother to len Sion 
acer dy Conwey, of whome all the Con- 

weys, of Ruddlan and Bodriddan, and 
Lords of Preſtatyn, are deſcended. She 
was the firſt Welſh-woman that was ma- 


d There is no word in Dr. Davis's Dictionary 


nearer to this than achor, which he ſuppoſes to fig- 
nify little. 


ried 
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ried into that houſe, as John Conwey, 
Eſq; my coſen, (now Lord thereof) told 
me. John Tudur, one of our Welſh 
heraulds, ſayth, that there was a third 
brother called Robin, whoſe daughter 
and heire Ithel Vaughan maried, and 
therefore thoſe deſcended from him, doe 
quarter Owen Gwynedd's egletts *. 


I find an obligacion, bearing date 
20 July, 2 Edward IV. wherein John 
ap Meredith ſtandeth bound to Jevan ap 
Robert ap Meredith to ſtand to the 
award of Gruff' ap Robin. ap GrufP, 
and Lewis ap Howell ap Llewelyn, ar- 
*bitrators elect for the ſaid John ap Me- 
redith, and Meredyth ap Rys, and Jevan 
ap Howell ap Rys ap Eingan, arbitra- 
tors ele& for the ſaid Jevan ap Robert, 
to parte certaine tenements betweene 
them in Evioneth : and in caſe they could 


4 Theſe are mentioned in the Preface, to have 
been the arms of Owen Gwynedd. 


not 


1 


not agree, then was Howell ap Eingan 
ap Howell Coetmore named umpire. 


Memorandum, That during Robert 
ap Mered' his time, the inheritance 
deſcended to him and his brother was 
not parted after the cuſtome of the 
Countrey, being gavelkind; but Jevan 
being maried enjoyed both their 
houſes, viz. Keven y vann and Keſelgy- 
farch: and for that Jevan, then Con- 
ſtable of Criketh, clave faſt to the King, 
Owen Glyndwr burned them both to 
cold aſhes * Neither was the inheritance 
betwene their poſterity divided, unnlt 
fuch time as Jevan the fonne of this 
Robert was maried and had many chil- 
dren, as may appeare by the indentures 
of partition betweene Jevan the ſonne 
of this Robert, and John ap Meredith 


; 4. A ſimilar expreſſion of cold coals is uſed after- 
: wards in this Hiſtory, 


ap 
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ap Jevan, grandchild to the other bro- 
ther Jevan, the one parte of which in- 
dentures I have. Thoſe that made par- 
tition betweene them were theſe, Tho- 
mas ap Robin of Kychwillan, that 
maried Gwenhwyfar, and Jevan ap 
Meredith. This Thomas ap Robin 
was after beheaded neare the caſtle 
of Conwey by the Lord Herbert, for 
that he was a follower of the houſe of 
Lancaſter : and his wife is reported to 
have carried away his head in her apron. 
Some affirme Jevan ap Meredith to be 
the elder brother, and foe doth all the 

race that are of him contend : myſelf, 
and thoſe that are come of Robert, have 
this reaſon to think him to be the elder. 
Robert had iſſue Jevan, Jevan his bro- 
ther had iſſue Meredith, Meredith had 
iſſue John, John being of man's eſtate 
had the tuition of his uncle Jevan ap 
Robert, my anceſtor, and yet Robin 


Vaughan 


1 

Vaughan ap David ap Howell's land 
in Denbigh land, being cozen to them 
both, deſcended to Jevan ap Robert, my 
anceſtor, and not to John ap Meredith; 
which I hold for an invincible argument 
that Jevan is deſcended from the elder. 
Alſoe I have the King's Writte, directed 
to Robert Meredith, Meredith ap Jevan 
ap Meredith, and to the principall gentle- 
men of Evioneth, for the apprehenſion 
of Jevan ap Robin Herwr, a notable 
rebell and outlaw, and others of his qua- 
litie; which writt doth place Robert ap 
Meredith - firſt before his nephew, 
which alſoe may fortiſie the opinion of 
them who hold him to be the elder bro- 
ther to Jevan ap Meredith. The wordes 
of the writ doe follow, in h&c verba*. 


© HENRICUS Dei gratia Rex Angliæ & 
Franciæ & D'nus Hiherniz, dileQis ſibi Roberto 
ap Meredith, Meredith ap Jevan ap Meredith, Rys 
ap Tudur, Howell ap Madog ap Jevan, John ap 


But 


5 


But howfoever it be, the gavelkind 
and cuſtume of the country not yeald- 


Gronw, & Howell ap jevan Vaughn, Salutem. 
Quia p' certo ſumus informati, ꝗ'd Jevan ap Robin 
& alii diverſi notorii utlegati & incogniti de die 
in diem vi & armis cum diverſis felon' in comitiva 
ſua, ut dicitur, faciunt ambulationes ſup' diverſos 
fidelium noſtrorum infra comitatum n'rum de 
Carnarvon & diverſos de eiſd' fidelib' ſpoliaverunt, 
& male tractaverunt in deſtructionem & depaup'a- 
tionem ligeorum noſtrorum manifeſtam, ac contra 
formam ſtatutorum progenitorum noſtrorum in hac 
p'te p'viſorum. Aſſignavimus vos & unumquemq; 
veſtrum conjunctim & diviſim ad arreſtandum & 
capiendum p'dict' Jevan ap Robin & alios in co- 
mitiva ſua exiſtent* p' corpora ubicumqz inventi 
fuerint infra com'otum de Evioneth & eos ſalvos 
& ſecuros uſq; caſtrum n'rum de Carnarvon in- 
dilate duci faciatis conſtabulario n'ro ibid* libe- 
randos & in eodem caſtro moraturos quouſq; de 
eorum deliberatione aliter duxerim' ordinandum ; 
& ideo vobis mandamus q'd circa p'miſſa diligenter 
intendatis & ea faciatis cum effectu ſicut inde co- 
ram nobis reſpondere valueritis. Damus autem 
univ'ſis & ſingulis fidelibus n'ris tenore p'ſentium 
firmiter in mandatis quod vobis & cuilibet veſtrum 


ing 


e 
„ 
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ing to the elder any prerogative or ſu- 
periority more than to the younger, it 
is not a matter to be ſtood upon. In- 
deed Jevan ap Meredith maried in his 
youth Ileiki the daughter of Howell 
Sele ap Mereicke, of the houſe of Nan- 
ney in Merionethſhire f, and begat by 
her Meredith ap Jevan ; whome in his 


youth he matched with Margaret the 


daughter of Einion ap Ithel of Rhiwe— 
dog s in Penllyn in the county of Me- 


in omnib' quæ ad arreſtationem & captionem p' di &i 
Jevani ap Robin & aliorum p'tinent' intendentes 
ſint, auxiliantes, fortificantes, & p' omnia reſpon- 
dentes. In cujus rei teſtimonium has litteras now | 
tras fieri faciamus patentes. T'. meipſo apud Cat- 
narvon 28 die Auguſti anno regni n'ci viceſimo. 

f Nanrey is a very ancient family-ſeat, about 
three miles N. of Doigelly in Merionethſtire. It 
ſtands perhaps on higher ground than any Gent/eman's 
houſe in Great Britain. In Saxton's maps it is 
ſpelt Nanna, as it continues to be commonly pro- 
nounced. There zre ſome traditional anecdotes 
about Howell Scle, or Sate, in the neighhourhood of 
Nanney. 

E Rhiabedeg is allo a very ancient ſamily- ſeat 
in Merionechſhire, about a mile S. E. from Bala. 


J. ricncth, 
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rioneth, Eſq; of the tribe of Ririd flaidd, 
and Howell ap Jevan ap Meredith. 


Quere. If any males deſcended of 
chis Howell, be living now? Owen Hol- 
land of Berw, and Rytherch ap Ri- 
chard of Myfyrion in Angleſey are de- 
| ſcended by females from him, as Richard 
Gruffith ap Hugh affirmeth? Alſoe it 
ſhould be knowne how this land is gone 
from his poſteritie. 


This Einien ap Ithel was Eſquire to 
John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, to 
whome for his ſervice, as well in the 
time of warre as peace, he gave a pen- 
ſion of twenty markes per annum, ifſu» 


In Saxton's maps it is ſpelt Rizedok. The name is 
ſaid to ſignify the boody-bank, and by tradition a 
great battle was fought near: this ſpot. 


ing 


Wo 
ing out of his manor of Halton i: The 
charter I have ſeene being in French, with 
the Duke's ſcale and armes, and it re- 


maineth in the cuſtody of John Owen of 
7 /tymkegid *, Eſq; the hcire of Owen 
ap John ap Meredith. 


® 


i There ate many Halton's in England. See 
Spelman's Index Villaris. 


k Vſtymkegid was formerly one of the ſeats of 
the Owens of Cleneney, and 1s in the pariſh of 
Dolbenman in Carnarvonſhire. The manſien houſe 
of this family is how at Porkinton in Shropſhire ; 
and it may be perhaps ſaid that there is more irre- 
fragable proof of the ſame ſpot having been the 
capital manſion of the Owens for a longer time, 
than probably can be produced by any other family 
in Europe. The following order of Henry III. 
tranſcribed from Rymer, proves that Porkinton 
belonged to the Owens nearly 650 years ago. 
„% Rex Lewelino Principi Sal. Sciatis quod — & 
© Bledh filius Oeni de Porkinton venerunt ad fidem 
« & ſervitium noſtrum.“ Sce Rymer, vol. i. par, i. 
p. 76. A. D. 1218. and 2 Hen, III. 


E 2 Meredith 


He 


Meredith ap Jevan ap Meredith, be- 
gat by the daughter of Einion ap Ithel, 
John ap Meredith, (who maried and was 
at man's eſtate afore his grandfather's 
brother, Robert ap Meredith, my an- 
ceſtor, ever maried;) and Robert ap 
Meredith, Abbot of Bardfey. This 
may be accounted for, as we have it 
dy certaine tradition, that Robert was 
almoft eighty years old before he ever 
maried, and then in his dotage fancied 
and maried Angarad the daughter of 
David ap Elyn ap David of Kefn-mel- 
goed in the county of Cardigan, whole 


wife was the daughter of Rytherch ap 
Jevan Llwyd of that countrey; by her 


he had iffue Jevan ap Robert and fe- 
veral daughters. From this Robert 
the Abbot are deſcended my three pence- 
nedle l, becauſe they are deſcended of 
church nobilitie, viz. Gruffith ap Richard 


L Pencenedl ſignifies head of a fanity. 


of 
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of Madryn ifla, Robert ap Richard of 
Llocheiddior, and Owen ap John ap 


Jevan ap Robert of Bron y foel, and 
Kefn Kytanedd in Evioneth. 


The caſe why this Robert ap Mere- 
dith was foe long unmaried may appeare 
partly by record, and partly by tradi- 
tion; it is certaine, that as in the time 
of Henry the Fourth, Jevan ap Me- 
redith had matched his ſonne (as 1s 
aforeſaid) to Einion ap Ithele's daughter, 
who belonged to the houſe of Lan- 
caſter : ſoe he clave faſt to that houſe 
in the time that Owen Glyndwr rebelled 
in Wales. Soe that in the time of that 
warre he and Mercdith ap Hwlkyn 
Llwyd of Glynllifon ®, had the charge 
of the town of Carnarvon, and an Eng— 
liſh captain was over the caſtle; in re- 


„ This place lies about ſix miles S. of Carnar- - 
Von, 


E 3 venge 


1 


venge whereof, Owen burned his two 
houſes, Keven y van and Keſelgyfarch 
in Evioneth. In the proceſſe of conti- 
nuance of this warre Jevan died at Car- 
nar von, and was brought by ſea (for the 
paſſages by land were ſhut up by Owen's 
forces) to Penmorva n, his pariſh church, 
to be buried. Robert his brother, take- 
ing a clean contrary courſe, was out 
with Owen Glyndwr, as may be ga- 
thered by a pardon granted him in the 
ninth yeare of Henry the Fifth, then 
Prince of Wales, which I have to ſhew, 
whereof the true copie enſueth e. 


n Penmorwa ſignifies at the end or head of the 
marſh. This village is ſituated at the entrance of 


the Tracthmayr ſands, which divide Merioneth 
and Carnarvonſhire. 


2 HENRICUS illuſtris Regis Anglia & 
Franciæ primogenitus, Princeps Angliæ, Dux Aqui- 
taniz, Lancaſtriæ & Cornubiæ, & Comes Ceſtriæ, 
jocum tenens metuentiſſimi d'ni n'ri regis & patris 
in p'tib' South-Walliæ & North-Wallia o'ibus & 
üngulis p'ſentes literas n'ras inſpecturis, Salutem. 


Rys 


* 4 
Rys Goch of Eryri, a bard of that 
time, made him a ſong, ſhewing what 


Sciatis quod nos authoritate & poteſtate nobis p' 
ipſum metuentiſſimum dum n'rum regem & patrem 
com'iſſis, ac etiam pro quadam fine nobis p' 
Rob'tumap Meredith ap Howell nuper rebellem diQ 
d'ni n'ri regis & patris in ;partib* Walliz, ad opus 
ejuſd' d'ni n'ri regis & patris ſolata;z recepimus 
& admiſimus dictum Robertum ad gratiam p'dicti 
d'ni n'ri regis & patris, & ei pardonamus no'i'e 
ejuſd' d'ni regis & patris ſectam pacis ſuæ que ad 
ipſum do'i'um n'rum regem & patrem p'tinet p' 
omnimodis p'ditionib', rebellionibus, incendiis, 
feloniis, adhæſionib', tranſgreſſionibus, miſprifio- 
nib', & malefactis quibuſcumq; p' p'dictum Ro- 
bertum in p'tibus & marchiis Walliæ ante hæc 
tempora factis. ſive p' petratis, unde indictatus, wete- 
7, rectatus, vel appellatus exiſtit, ac etiam utle- 
Zariis, ſi qua in ipſum his occaſionib' fuerint 
p'mulgata, & firmam pacem p'dicti d' ni regis & 
patris inde concedimus, ac ea bona & catalla ſua 
quzcumq; dicto duno n'ro regi & patri occaſio— 
mbus premiſſis forisfacta no'i' e & authoritate p'dic- 
tis concedimus p' p'ſentes: ira tamen q'd ſtet 
rectus in curia p'dicti d'ni regis & patris & n'ra, 
i quis verſus eum loqui voluerit de p'miſſis vel 

Thi? word properly ſignifies to izjoin or forbid; it is cor- 
ruptly uſed for wetitus, See du Cange, in articulo. 


EY: notable 
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notable qualities he had, and yet durſt 


not name him therein, for that as it 
ſeemeth he was an outlaw at that time 
when the ſong was made, but ſheweth 


in the ſong his deſcent from Gruff' ap 


Conan, and that he was the hope of 
that ſtocke. 


The Song that Rys Goch made to 
Robert ap Meredith beginneth thus : 


HIR y bu Ruffudd ruddbar 
Waywdan fab Cynan ein car 

Ar goeſgeirch hir gwayw yſgwyd 
Yn gorwedd Llew Flamgledd Llwyd 
A'i dalaith Llwybr goddaith Llaw 
Fynnodd gynt yn kelffeiniaw 


aliquo p'miſſorum; in cujus rei teſtimonium has 
litteras n'ras fieri fecimus patentes. Dat' London 
xx die Septembris anno dicti metuentiſſimi n'ri 
regis & patris Henrici quarti poſt conqueſtum 1x2. 
Irrotulatur ad ſeſſionem tentam apud Carnarvon 
die Lunz proximo poſt feſtum aſſumptionis beatæ 
Mariæ Virginis an'o principatus d'ni H. principis 
Walliæ, undecimo. 

| Tann 


* 4 

rann oerfab bid tan arfoll 

Na chryn ddyn ni chrynodd oll 
Mae arno gaink llathrfaink Lly 
Etifedd propr yn tyfv — 
Vn dwyn yſtod fragod frig 
Garw ben hydd gwr boneheddig 
O bryd a Llafn hyfryd hedd 
Ag yſgythr brwydr ag oſgedd 
O gampau anwydav naid 
Frytanaw] hen frytaniaid 

Om Gofyn emyn ymwal 

Dyn anoſbarthys ei dal 

Pwy i henw nim difenwir 
Bedydd ar dy gwerydd dir 

Y gwr a elwir yn gainc 
Dylwyth-fawr ar dalaith-fainc 
Alexander niferoedd 

A myvr a phen mawr hoff oedd 
Tryſtan ddoethran addeithryw 
Dvlath avr ei dalaith yw 
Bonedd ond odid benoeth 

Y cwyſg yn hen farwn coeth 


Rbwng 


1 1 
Rhwng Hafren hoywddwr gloywgla 


Liv gwrth a lli a garthan = 
Ni ad gwawd pechawd heb pwyll | « 
O gandaith genfigendwyll 60 
Son am y cyraro os iach ee 
Pwyllog deeth a fo pellach Ln 
Pe megid evrid araith Lc 
Cenay o neb Cynan iaith lc 
Hir ddewr lan hardd eryr lid = 
Henw mygr o hwn y megid 2 
Ymgroeſed gwawd dafawd hen = 
Y mgais ni wn i amgen. = th 
Rys Goch or Eyri ai kant, ; 8 
«« Leng did our friend [or kinſman }, w 
Gryfudd ap Conan, with his bloody w 
e ipear, ſiery lance, ſhield and flaming 
word lye dormant like a grey headed tu 
„lion, whilſt his country was all in a l 
* blaze by the hands of the enemy, who th 
* teaped together dry wood to kind m 
« { welcome} the fire. Tremble not at the 
7, 


relation, 
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« relation, he did not tremble. From him 
ce there grows a beautiful branch eminent 
«in battle and maſter of the Britiſh 
« Games. If my diſordered head? is aſked 
ce the Chriſtian name of him who is called 
* a deſcendant of the great family on the 
ce throne of the province, it is Alexander, 
& the beloved chief of the multitude with 
the golden crown of Try/tan the Wiſe a. 


P This is a common expreſſion in the Welſh 
language : when any thing dangerous was ſpoken, 
they feigned madneſs. — This explanatory note 


was added by the learned gentleman who made 
the verſion of this poem, 


4 Tryſtan was the ſon of a King of Cornwall, 
who was educated under Merlin, and became a 
moſt famous Knight errant of Arthur's Round 
Table. ; 

From his having been inſtructed under ſuch a 
tutor, and many of his atchievements having been 
performed in Cornwall, Wales, and Ireland, it is 
not extraordinary that he ſhould be celebrated by 
the Welſh Bards. As for the epithet of w/e, he 
merited this title probably from the inſtructions of 


* See the Adventures of this Knight, printed at Venice, 
1552, 2 vol. 480, | 


4 pra- 


* 
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« I prophecy he will deſerve the high title 
* of a wiſe baron, and withſtand an army 
* between the famous water of the Seyern 
ce and the clear ſtream of Garthen. Dark 
* envy and detraction will not ſuffer his 
s praiſe to be celebrated. If it is his de- 
« ſert, timid caution avaunt. If any ſtrait, 
r beautiful, and brave offspring of Cy- 
© nan's lineage" was ever bred, this muſt 


Merlin, and the ancient Knight Errant was ſup- 
poſed commonly to have every other virtue, as 
well as that of valour. Hence Jes neuf Preux, 
moſt properly ſignifies the nine Worthies, though 
they are at the ſame time Champions, AMS. in 
the French King's library is intitled, ** Les nobles 


„ faits du tres preux & bon Chevalier Meſſire 


« Triſtan,” See the Bibliotbegue des Romane, p. 252. 


The reverend Dr. Percy hath a very fair MS. of 
the adventures of the ſame Knight amongſt his 
very curious and valuable collection: it is ſup- 
poſed to be of the 13th or 14th century. 


r The expreſſion 7aith in the original ſignifies 
properly tongue: thus lingua Walenſiam in ſome 
old records ſignifies the Veh nation. For more 
ample ſatisfaction, however, on this head, the 


61. be 
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« be he. Beware the ſcoff of thoſe who 


have before detracted; if I ſpeak of 
him it muſt be to his honour,” 


Compoſed by Rees Goch (or Rhys 
the Red) of Eryri *. 


This is the moſt ancient ſong I can find 
extant which is addreſſed to any of my an- 


reader is referred to the reverend Mr. Hurd's 
learned and ingenious Dialogues, vol. ii. p. 17. 
where he inſtances the tralatitious uſe of the word 
laga, which ſignifies both a law and a country. 


* This Bard is placed by Llwyd in his Archæolo- 
gia in the 15th century, about 1420. He ſtiles 


him Rys Goch o Eryri, or F the Snowdon moun- 


tains, It ſhould ſeem that the inhabitants of this 
tract have long been much addicted to poetry, as a 
rock is ſhewn by the ſhepherds, pretty near the 
ſummit, under which, if two perſons ſleep on a 


midſummer's eve, the one will wake out of his 
ſenſes, and the other a poet, 


See a poem by this bard amongſt the Specimens 
of Welſh Poetry, by the reverend Mr, Evan Evans. 
Printed for Dodſley, 1764. 


ceſtors 
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ceſtors ſince the raigne of Edward the 
Firſt, who cauſed our bards all to be 
hanged by martial law *, as ſtirrers of 
the people to ſedition, whoſe example 
being followed by the governours of 
Wales, untill Henry the Fourth his time, 
was the utter deſtruction of that ſort 


of men. Sithence, this kind of people 


were at ſome further libertie to ſing and 
to keep pedegrees, as in ancient time 
they were wont; ſince which we 
have ſome light of antiquitie by their 
ſonges and writinges “. From the reigne 
of Edward the Firſt to Henry the Fourth 


t Edward the Firſt hath been alſo accuſed of 
having deſtroyed all the ancient records and 
writings in Scotland, after his conqueſt of that 
kingdom. See this however very ably refuted by 
Sir David Dalrymple, in his Examination into the 
Suppoſed antiquity of te Regiam Majeſtatim. Edin- 
burgh, 1769, 4to. 

2 See a commiſſion, in the time of Q. Elizabeth, 
to ſettle who were real bards or otherwiſe, prefixed 
to Evans's Specimens of Welſh Poetry. 


there 
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there is therefore noe certainty, or 
very little, of things done, other than 
what is to be found in the Princes re- 
cords, which now, by toſſinge the 
fame from the Exchequer at Carnaryon 
to the Tower, and to the offices in the 
Exchequer at London, as alfoe by ill 
keeping and ordering of late dayes, are 
become a chaos and confuſion with a 
total negle& of method and order, as 
would be needful for him who would be 
aſcertained of the trath of things done 
from time to time. I have, to my chardge, 
done what I could, but for my travell 


have reaped little or nothing, as you 
fee. 


Lou ſhall finde in the miniſters ac- 
compes, in Henry the Fourth his time, 
Robert ap Meredith, farmour of Pol- 


w It ſhould ſeem, from this, that theſe records 
were removed from Carnarvon near the time when 
the author wrote, 


benman, - 
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benman *, the Kinges weare of Aber- 
glaſlyn?, the mill of Dwyfor, and of 


other the King's thinges about his 
dwelling. 


Jevan the ſonne of Robert ap Mere- 
dith being a child of tender age, on 
the death of his father, was in the tui- 


tion of his coſen german's ſonne, John 


ap Meredith ap Jevan, his next kinſman, 
who croſſe maried him and his ſiſter with 


Howell ap Rhys ap Howell Vaughan of 


the houſe of Bron y foel in Evioneth. 


This family, in thoſe dayes, was of greate 
poſſeſſions and abilitie, and was then ac- 
counted the chief houſe deſcended from 


a Dolbenman i 1s a village in Carnarvonſhire, not 


far from Penmorva, the ſituation of which hath 
been before deſcribed, 


1 There is a famous ſalmon-leap at Aberglaſlyn 


in Carnarvonſhire, about a mile from the mouth of 


the river of that name, which divides Merioneth- 
ſhice from that county. 


2 Collwyn; 


* 


= a 
Collwyn, whereof there be many of 
great account in that countrie. 


The widdow of Robert ap Meredith 
maried Meredd' ap Rhys ap Jevan 
Llwyd of Vchaf without the conſent of 
her allie John ap Meredith, and foe 
was faigne to flie the day ſhe was maried 
to her huſband's houſe before ſhe dined, 
foure and twentie miles off, and that 
of rough way. 


At this time, or near about it, fell a 
diſlike and variance betweene Will' 
Gruftith, Eſq; Chamberlaine of North 
Wales, and John ap Meredith, who at 
that time bare chief rule and credit in 
the quarters where he dwelled: the one 
by reaſon of his authoritie (which 
in thoſe dayes was greate to them 
who held that roome *) expecting that 


1 Roome is here uſed in the ſame ſenſe with 
place or office, Thus we find in Rymer, vol. vi. 


F all 
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all ſhould reverence and obey him, the 
other in regard of his deſcent, kindred 
and abilitie in his countrey, acknow- 
ledgeing none but his Prince his ſupe- 
rior. Here-hence grew the debate, 


— nec Ceſar ferre majorem “, 
Pompeiusve parem, — 


which continued long. To John ap 
Meredith his kindred and friends clave 
like burres, ſoe that then it began 
to be a proverbe, or a phraſe, to call 
the ſepte ® and family of Owen Gwynedd, 
Tykoyth Sion ap Meredith; which Eng- 


p. iv. p. 69. a grant of Q. Elizabeth, anno 1959. 
of the office or Rome of reading the Civile Lectures in 
the univerſity of Oxford. As alſo ibid. p. 154. anno 
1559. of the Roome or office of Chief Maſter of 
our games, paſtimes, and ſports, ibid. p. 155. See 
likewiſe afterwards a grant to Roger Aſkam of the 
Room or office of Yeoman of our bears. : 

4 This is printed as it ſtands in the MS. though 
1t may ſhew the author was not very accurate in his 
Latin profody. 

vo his word is frequently applied by TR 1 
dir John Davis, to the Iriſh families and clans, 


2 liſhed 
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liſhed is © the kindred of John ap Mere- 
&« dith.” This beginning of diviſion how- 
ever bred in the poſteritie of the two 
houſes a conceit of diſlike which conti- 
tinued long after in the kindred, the one 
towards the other, but with matches and 
continuance of time it is Worne out. 


'This John ap Meredith was coſen to 
Owen 'Tudur, and went with a hundred 
gentlemen of North Wales his kinſmen, 
to viſit the ſaid Owen, being in trouble 
at Rwſg caſtle, called Brynbyga *. In 
his returne being beſet with enemies, 
favourers of the houſe of Yorke, he 
made an oration to comfort his people, 


* In Sir John Price's deſcription of Wales pre- 
fixed to Wynne's Hiſtory, p. 20. Uſk in South 
Wales is ſaid to be called likewiſe Brynbyga ; 
R/ Caſtle therefore ſhould perhaps be writ- 
ten NU or Vg, when it would fignify the 
Caſtle upon the L. As this place lies at ſuch a 
diſtance from Gwedir, and the inhabitants of the 
two diviiions of the Principality have fo little con- 
nexion with each other even to this day, ſuch a 
miſtake is by no means improbable, 


Þ.2 willing 


9 
willing them to remember at that time 
the ſupport of the honour and credit of 
their anceſtors, and concluding, that it 
ſhould: never in time to come be re- 
ported, that there was the place where 
a hundred North Wales gentlemen fled, 
but that the place ſhould carry the name 
and meqory, that there a hundred North 
Wales gentlemen were flayne. Becauſe 
alſo ſome of his kinſmen had brought 
with them all their ſonnes, and ſome 
others had but one ſonne to ſucceed in 
their name and inheritance, (as Howell ap 
Llewelyn ap Howell, and others,) he placed 
all theſe in the rearward, out of the fury 
of the fight, whilſt all his ſonnes were 
in the vanward, which himſelf led, 
where he was ſore wounded in his face, 
whereof he was called Squier y graith ® 


d Richards, in his Welſh Dictionary, makes Graid 
ſynonymous with L/%%, which he renders à burn. 
Poſſibly the ſcar on John ap Meredith's face, ariſing 
from this wound, might look as if his face had 
been burned ; or perhaps the wound might have 
been cauterized, io as to give it that appearance. 


[CE] 
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to his dying day : but God gave his 
enemies the overthrow, he opening the 
paſſage with his ſword. 


Queene Catherine, being a French wo- 
man borne, knew noe difference be- 
tweene the Engliſh and Welſh nation, 
untill her marriage being publiſhed, 
Owen Tudur's kindred and countrey 
were objected to diſgrace him, as moſt vile 
and barbarous ; which made her de- 
ſirous to ſee ſome of his kinſmen. 
Whereupon he brought to her preſence 
John ap Meredith and Howell ap Lle- 
welyn ap Howell his neare coſens, men 
of goodly ſtature and perſonage, but 
wholey deſtitute of bringing up and 
nurture, for when the Queene had 
ſpoken to them in diverſe languages, 
and they were not able to anſwer her, 
ſhe ſaid, they were the goodlieſt dumbe 
creatures that ever ſhe ſaw. 


T: 2 This 
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This being not impertinent to the 
matter I treat of, and preſerved by tradi- 
tion, I thought fit to inſert here. 


John ap Meredith had by his wife five 
ſonnes, viz. Morris, Jevan, Robert, 
Owen, and Gruff', whereof Robert in 
his father's time was fſlayne without 
iſſue neare Ruthyn in the following man- 
ner. [The reſt ſurvived their father, 
and have many deſcended from them] : 


The Thelwals of Ruthyn © being 
ancient gentlemen of that countrey, 
who came into it with the Lord Grey, 
on whome King Edward the Firſt 
beſtowed the countrey of Duffryn 


© Thelwal, who publiſhed the Digef of Writs, 

was of this family, and dates his work from his 
poor houſe near Ruthyn. It is about a mile from 
that town, on the road to Mald in Flintſhire. 


Clwyd, 


1 


Clwyd 4, were at contention with a 
ſepte or kindred of that countrey called 
the family of Gruff* Goch. Theſe being 
more in number than the Thelwals (al- 
though the Thelwals carried the whole 
offices of the countrey, under the Lord 
thereof, the Lord of Kent, then trea- 


ſurer of England) drave the Thelwals 
to take to the caſtle of Ruthyn for their 
defence, where they beſieged them, un- 
till the ſiedge was rayſed by John ap 
Meredith, his ſonnes, and kindred, to 
whome the Thelwals ſent for ayde. In 
that exploite Robert the ſonne of John 
ap Meredith was flayne with an arrow 
in a wood, within the view of the caſtle 
of Ruthyn called Coed marcham * ; in re- 
venge wherof many of the other fide were 
flayne, both at that time and afterwards, 


* Or the wale of Clwyd, Daſtyn bearing that 
ſignification in Welſh. 


Coed in Welſh ſignihes a wood. 
F 4 Some 
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Some affirme John ap Meredith to have 
beene at a field in Penyal f for Tho' 
Gruff', which field was fought betweene 
Tho' Gruff' ap Nicolas and Henry ap 
Gwillim, and the Earle of Penbroke's 
captaines, where Tho' Gruff' got the 

field, but received there his death's 
wound. 


Henry VII. minding on his entry in- 
to England to clayme the crown againſt 
the tyrant Richard the Third, wrote this 
letter, which is {till extant, to John ap 
Meredith, in hac verba 2: 


f Pennal, the place where Tho' Gruff' ap Ni- 
cholas was wounded, is knowne by tradition; 
and lieth in Wttra Bennal, in the pariſh of Towin, 
over againſt Llidiart y parke crache, and in the 
midſt of the way : being a little round pavement, 
and almoſt covered with graſs *. 


s Henry the Seventh, when he claimed the 
Crown of England againſt Richard the Third, 


This note was added by ſome perſon who had peruſed the 
MS, with attention 
By 
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By the King. 


Right truſty and well- beloved, wee 
greete you well: and whereas it is ſoe, 
that, through the helps of almighty God, 
the aſſiſtance of our loveing and true ſub- 
jects, and the greate confidence that wee 
have to the nobles and commons of this 
our principalitie of Wales, we be entred 
into the ſame, purpoſing by the helpe 
above rehearſed, in all haſte poſſible, 
to deſcend into our realme of England, 
not only for the adoption of the crowne, 
unto us of right appertaining, but alſoe 
for the oppreſſion of the odious tyrant 
Richard late Duke of Gloceſter, uſur- 
per of our ſaid right; and moreover to 


landed at Milford Haven, and marched from 
thence through South and North Wales into Lei- 
ceſterſhire, where the battle of Boſworth was fought. 
He had probably been informed at Milford, that 
John ap Meredith had conſiderable influence in 
N. Wales. 


reduce 
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reduce as well our ſaid realme of Eng- 
land into its ancient eſtate, honour, and 
property, and proſperitie, as this our 
ſaid principalitie of Wales, and the 
people of the ſame to their deareſt li- 
berties, delivering them of ſuch miſe— 
rable ſervitude as they have piteouſly 
long ſtood in. We deſire and pray you, 
and upon your allegiance ſtrictly charge 


and command you, that immediately 


upon the fight hereof with all ſuch 
power, as ye may make, defencibly ar- 
rayed for the warre, ye addreſſe you to- 
wards us, without any tarrying upon the 
way, untill ſuch time as ye be with us, 
whereſoever we ſhall be, to our aide, 
for the effect above rehearſed, wherein 
ye ſhall cauſe us in time to come to be 


your fingular good Lord, and that ye 


faile not hereof as ye will avoyd our 
grievoas diſpleaſure, and anſwere it unto 


your 
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your perill. Given under our ſignet at 
our *, &c. 


To our truſtie and well-beloved 


John ap Meredith ap Jevan ap 
Meredith. 


Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, my an- 
ceſtor, haveing, as afore is remembred, 
croſſe maried with the houſe of Bron y 
foel in Evioneth, had by his wife, called 
Catherine, three ſonnes Meredith, Ro- 
bert, and John. After her death he 
maried Gwenhwyfar, daughter of Ma- 
dog Vaughan, of the houſe of Llwyn 


Dyrus, deſcended of Sir Gruff' Lloyd, 


by whome he had two ſonnes, Gruff' 
Vaughan and Jevan, and a daughter. 
Jevan died, being but one and thirtie 


yeares of age, of the plague at Keſel- 
gyfarch his houſe. 


In the warrs betweene the houſes of 
Yorke and Lancaſter, he (as all his) 


s The date, and place from which this order 


iſſued, are omitted in the MS, 


were 


3 
were Lancaſtrians, and he was one of 
che captaines who laid waſte the Duke 
of Yorke's eſtate in Denbigh land; in 
revenge whereof, the King ſent Will 
Herbert, Earle of Penbroke, in Edward 
the Fourth's time, who came with a 


greate army to recover the Caſtle of 
Harddlech ®, held by David ap Jevan 
ap Einion for Jaſper Earle of Penbroke, 
then beyond the ſeas. He alſo waſted with 
fire and ſword all Nanconway, and the 


whole countrey lying betweene Conway 


> When this town is thus ſpelt, it is ſaid to ſig- 
niſy the beautiful or high rock“; when in the com- 
mon way | Harlech], it ſignifies the town upon the 
rock. As unfortunately the lately publiſhed Me- 
moirs of Lord Cherbury are become exceſſively 
ſcarce, it may not perhaps be improper to inſert 
from thence an anecdote relative to this ſiege of 
Harlech. The governor being ſummoned to ſur- 
render, ſent an * to the following effect: 
© That he had held out a caſtle in France till all 
*« the old women in Wales talked of him, and that 
*« he would defend his Welfh caſtle, till all the 
old women in France ſhould hear of it.” 


See Llwyd's Archæolog. p. 276. article fair. 
and 
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and Dovi. He graunted at the ſame time 
a protection or ſafe conduct to Jevan ap 
Robert ap Meredith, and to his fol- 
lowers to come to parle with him, which 
| have to ſhew, under his ſeale of 
armes, in hc verba i. 


He was a molt goodly man of per- 
ſonage, of greate ſtature, (as may ap- 
peare by the Welſh ſonges made unto 


+OMNIP' &c. fidelibus ad quos p'ſens ſcriptum 
p'venerit, Guilielm' Comes Pembrochiæ Juſtic' d'ni 
regis in p'tibus ſuis North Walliz, ſalutem. Sciatis 
nos dediſſe & p' p'ſentes conceſſiſſe Jevan ap Rob't 
de com'oto Evioneth in Comitatu Carnarvon ſal- 
vum & ſecurum conductum intrandi, veniendi. 
ambulandi, expectandi, com'oraudi ac ſalvo eund' 
& redeundi p' & infra Comitatum de Carnarvon 
& Merioneth p' ſe, bonis, & catallis, fine areſta- 
tione, moleſtatione, impechimento, damno, vio- 
lentia, manucap:ione, p'turbatione, ſeu gravamine 
aliquo tam ad ſectam d'ni regis, quam ad ſectam 
partis alterius p'ſonæ cujuſcumq; a die confettionis 
p'ſentium quouſq; p' nos habuerit p'monitionem ſex 
dierum. Datum ſub ſigillo noſtro quarto die menſis 
Novembris anno regni regis Edwardi ti poſt Con— 
queſtum octavo. 


him), 


5 
him), and moſt valiant withall. Beſides 
the turmoyles abroad, he ſuſtayned dead- 
ly feud (as the northerne man termeth) 
at home in his doore ©, a warre more 
dangerous than the other. 


His ſiſter, having been married to Howell 
ap Rys, died within few years after the 
marriage, leaveing noe iſſue male : and 
Howell ap Rys maried Tudur ap Gruff” 


ap Einion's daughter of Ardydwy, a 


courageous ſtirring woman, who never 
gave over to make debate betweene her 


| huſband and his next neighbour and bro- 


ther-in-law, my anceſtor. Many bicker- 


ings paſſed betweene them, either make- 


ing as many friends as he could, and many 
men were flayne, but commonly the loſſe 
fell on Howell ap Rys his ſide. 


David ap Jenkin being a neare kinſ- 
man to Howell ap Rhys, and then an 


* A mode of expreſſion which ſeems to explain 


ſelf, 


outlaw, 
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outlaw, a man of greate valour came 
to aide his coſen againſt my anceſtor, 
but prevailed not, though they came 
upon the ſuddaine on my anceſtor's 
houſe, and whilſt he was from home. 
Thereupon (as we have it by credible 
tradition) David ap Jenkin wiſhed his 
coſen to keepe friendſhip with his bro- 
ther-in-law, for, ſaid he, I will not 
come with thee to invade this man's 
| houſe when he is at home, ſince I finde 
ſuch hot reſiſtance in his abſence. 


This woman cauſed the parſon of 
Llanwrothen | to be murthered, becauſe 
he had foſtered u to my anceſtor ; but 


! Lanwrothen is a pariſh in Merionethſhire, 
which borders upon Traethmawr ſands. 


m The ftrong connexion and affection between 
the Foſter- father and ſon ſeems to be now much 
dropped in Wales : it continues however in full 
force in the uncivilized parts of Ireland, 


God 
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God ſo wrought, that the murtherers, 
being three brethren, were all ſlayne 
afterwards by my anceſtor, in revenge 
of the parſon's unworthy death. 


I have a number of obligations where- 
in Howell ap Rys ſtandeth bounden for 
the obſervation of the peace, and a- 
wards touching that controverſie; but 
the plague taking away my anceſtor, 
ended the ſtrife betweene them, which 
was likely (if he had lived) to have 
ended with the death of one of them or 
both. Soe bloody and irefull were quarells 
in thoſe dayes, and the revenge of the 
ſword at ſuch libertie, as almoſt nothing 
was puniſhed by law, whatſoever hap- 
pened. 


The cauſe of this mortal hatred be- 
tweene them grew (as it is credibly re- 
ported) in this ſorte : John ap Mere- 
dith 


E $1] 
dith and Howell ap Rys were ever 
highly at variance ; my anceſtor have- 
ing had bringing up with his coſen 
john ap Meredith, affected him beſt, 
though allied nearly to the other, 
which was taken ſoe heinouſly by 
Howell ap Rhys, that he converted 
the ſue of his rancor upon his 
brother-in-law and next neighbour. 
This quarell, my anceſtor being dead, 
never ended till, in aſſaulting the houſe 
of the ſaid Howell, by the ſonnes of 
John ap Meredith with their cofen 
Gruffith ap John ap Gronw (a gentle- 
man of great account, who had been 
captaine, as is reported, of a company 
of launſiers in Aquitane) : the ſaid 
Gruflith ap John ap Gronw was ſlayne, 
being ſhot into the beaver with an ar- 
row out of the houſe, whereupon the 
ſaid Howell was faigne to leave the 


6 countrey 
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countrey to avoyd the furie of the re- 
vengment of blood. 


In the partition of the inheritance of 
Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith betweene 
his five ſonnes, according to the cuſtome 
of Wales; Henblas in Maethbrood 
and all the land in Llanrwſt in Denbigh 
land deſcending unto him, (as afore is 
mentioned, as coſen and next heire to 
Robin Vaughan ap David ap Howell ap 
Gruff'), fell to be the parte and portion 
of Gruff' Vaughan his ſonne, who ma- 
ried the daughter of Gruff' ap Madog 
Vaughan, who was grandchild to Rees 
ap Einion Vaughan, viz. his daughter's 
daughter. You are to underſtand, that 
though Robin Vaughan did not defeat 
his coſen and next heire Jevan ap Ro- 
bert ap Meredith of the land held in 
the Welſh tenure, yet minding the pre- 
ferment of his daughter, as much as 

law 
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law would ſuffer him, he charged the 
land with a mortgage of 12 li. to Rys 
ap Einion Vaughan his ſonne:in-law, 
which the ſaid Rys ap Finion Vaughan 
did releaſe to Gruff' ap Jevan ap Robert 
in parte of his mariage goods with his 
coſen, the daughter of Owen ap Gruft* 


ap Madog: the very releaſe I have in 
my cuſtody. 


God hath ſhewed ſuch mercy to our 
kinde, that ever ſince the time of Rodericke 
the ſonne of Owen Gwynedd, Lord of 
Angleſey, our common anceſtors, there 
lived in the commonwealth in eminent 
ſorte one or other of our name, and 
many together at times. I have in my 
minde, in the peruſal of the whole 
courſe of the hiſtory of our name and 
kindred, compared or likened God's 
worke in that to a man ſtriking fire into 
a tinder-box, by the beating of the 
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flint upon the ſteele there are a number 
of ſparkles of ſire rayſed, whereof but 
one or two takes fire, the reſt vaniſhing 
away. As for example, in Einion ap 
Cariadog, Gruff' ap Cariadog, and Sir 
Will' Cariadog alias Willcocke Caria- 
dog, bretheren ; Einion ap Cariadog as 
ſhould fecme the elder brother, was Lord 
of Penychen, Penyberth, and Baladev- 
lyn. His ſonne, Tudur ap Einion, died 
without iſſue of his body, and his lands 
were begged by the Queene, King Ed- 
ward the Firſt his wife, as appeareth 


in this hiſtory. Gruffith, the ſecond bro- 


ther, was Lord of Friwlwyd, Vſtrad, and 
Eikibion 3 he had iſſue David, which 


David had three ſonnes ; David Chwith 


ap David, Meredith, and Howell; which 
are mentioned before to have ex- 
changed their eſtate ar Denbigh with 
Henry Lacie, earle of Lincolne. Will 
alias Wilcocke Craidog, the third brother, 
maried an inheretrix in Penbrokeſhire, 

2 where 
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where his poſteritie have remained ever 
ſince, haveing, from the houſe called New- 
ton, named themſelves Newton Craidog, 
both in Pembrokeſhire and Somerſetſhire. 
Some of the Newtons claim thcir lineal 
deſcent from Howell ap Gronw, Lord of 
Yſtradtowin, aho Dni 1100, deſcended 
from Rytherch ap Jeſtin, Prince of 
Wales. Note, among theſe three bre— 
theren, the poſteritie of the one re- 
maines ; of the other two, the one 
is vaniſhed, and the other gone out 
of the countrey. Of Gruſſith his grand- 
children, only the poſteritie of Howell 
are extant, who was before ſtated to be 
the youngeſt of the three ſons of Gruf— 
fith Lord of Friwlwyd. Laſtly, in Jevan 
ap Robert ap Meredith his children, 
which were five, only the poſteritie of 
Meredith are extant, and of account. 
Whereupon comparing things paſt with 
things to come, I preſage God's mer- 
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cy to the kindred hereafter, as here- 


Now after this large digreſſion, to 
returne to the courſe of this former 
hiſtorie, Rys ap Einion Vaughan have- 
ing had warning, as aforeſaid, that 
Henblas u ſhould be redeemed, haſted 
to build Brynſullty, before that Mi- 
chaelmas appointed. I have ſeene an 
old man in my time called Jevan ap 
John ap David Vaughan, at leaſt of 
ninety years old; this man's mother 
ſerved Rys ap Eingan Vaughan at that 
time, and ſhe was wont to reporte, that 
corne fayling them to b, the houſe, 
they reaped the corne that grew in the 


„ FHenblas, as well as Brynſullty, is afterwards 
deſcribed, as being in the Lordſhip of Den- 


bigh. It is ſuppoſed that Henblas is the ſame with 
Plaſhin, or The old manſion. 


a That is, to thatch it. 


raine 
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raine ® to ſerve that turne, as the corne 
in the ridge was not readie. 


'The warrs of Lancaſter and Yorke 
beginning this ſummer, made Jevan ap 
Robert ap Meredith forgetfull of his 
promiſe to redeeme the lands; for in 
the time of that civill warre land was 
not ought worth, neither was it redeemed 
during his life. In thoſe warrs Jevan 
ap Robert ap Meredith, even in the 
ſixth of Edward the Fourth, with David 
ap Jenkin and other captaines of the 
Lancaſtrian faction, waſted with fire and 
{word the ſuburbs of the town of Den- 
bigh, In revenge of this, Edward the 
Fourth ſent William Earle of Penbroke 
with a great army to waſte the moun- 
taine countreys of Carnarvon and Me- 
rioneth ſhires, and take the caſtle of 
Hardlech (held then by David ap Jevan 
ap Einion, for the two Earles Henry 


o Raine, in ſome parts of England, is uſed for 
 furrow, or the lower part of the ridge, 


G 4 Earle 
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Earle of Richmond, and Jaſper Earle of 
Pembroke) which Earle did execute his 


chardges to the full, as witneſſeth this 
Welſh rime. 


Hardlech a Dinbech pob dor 
Yn Cunney, 


Nanconway yn farwor, 
Mil a phedwarcant mae Jor 
A thrugain ag wyth rhagor “. 


* « At Harddlech and Denbigh every houſe was 
* in flames, and Nantconway in cinders; 1400 
* from our Lord, and ſixty and eight more.” — 
This tranſlation was made by a learned Divine, 
well known in the literary world for ſeveral publi- 
cations” He was alſo ſo obliging as to add the 
following metrical verſion in the ſtile of Sternhold 
ana Hopkins: | 
eln Harddlech and Dinbech ev'ry houſe 

Was baſely ſet on fire, 
% But poor Nantconway ſuffer'd more, 

For there the flames burnt higher; 
„ ＋Twas in the year of our Lord 

« Fourteen hundred ſixty- eight, 
That theſe unhappy towns of Wales 

Met with ſach wretched fate.“ 


e 


In 
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In that expedition Jevan ap Robert 
lay one night at the houſe of Rhys ap 
Einion at Henblas, who was maried to his 
coſen Catherine daughter of Vaughan; 
and ſetting forth very early before day 
unwittingly carried upon his finger the 
wreſt ? of his coſen's harpe, whereon (as 
it ſeemeth) he had played over night, 
as the manner was in thoſe days, to 
bring himſelfe aſleepe . This he re- 
turned by a meſſenger unto his coſen, 
with this meſſage withall, that he came 
not into Denbigh land to take from his 
coſen as much as the wreſt of her 
harpe : whereby it appeareth, that by 
his means neither her houſe, nor any of 
her goods were burnt, waſted, hurt, or 


P The wreſt of a harp is the hollow iron with 
which the ſtrings are tuned, by lengthening or 
contraCting them; this term 1s ſtill uſed by the 
harpſichord tuners for an inſtrument which they 
uſe for the ſame purpoſe. 


The oldeſt Welſh tunes are very plaintive. 
ſpoyled ; 
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ſpoyled. Thus both her houſes, Henblas and 
Brinſyllty, eſcaped the Earle Herberte's 
deſolation, though the ſame conſumed 
the whole burrough of Llanrwſt, and all 
the vale of Conway beſides, to cold coals”, 
whereof the print is yet extant, the 
very ſtones of the ruines of manie ha- 
birations, in and along my demaynes, 
carrying yet the colour of the fire. 
John ap Meredith being coſen german's 
ſonne to Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, 
notwithitanding he was ſoe much elder 
than he, (as the one was in mans eſtate, 
and the other but a youth), had the 
government of his uncle and of his live- 
ing* : during which time of his nonage, 
Robin Vaughan ap David ap Howell 
dying, as aforeſaid, John ap Meredith 
came over with his uncle to Llanrwit and 
the Lordſhip of Denbigh, to take poſ- 

. e. Tocinders: the author hath before uſd 
cold afhes in the ſame ſenſe, 


s Livinge hath before been uſed by the authr 


in the ſeme ſenſe with Habe. : 
ſeſſic 


E 

ſeſſion of the inheritance lately befallen 
him, called the Henblas in Maethbrood, 
where Rys ap Einion Vaughan and Ca- 
therine daughter of Robin Vaughan 
then dwelled. Haveing ſurveyed the 
land, they gave Rys ap Einion Vaughan 
then warning that he ſhould avoyd the 
land at Michaelmas, for then he ſhould 
have the twelve pounds mortgage money 
payed him. On this he requeſted to be te- 
nant, and was anſwered by Jevan ap Ro- 
bert ap Meredith, that he ſhould lie there 
at times himſelfe, and therefore would 
not ſett it. Whereupon Rys ap Einion 
Vaughan built Brynſullty houſe, upon 
parte of that land which Henry Lacie, 
Earle of Lincolne, Lord of Denbigh, 
exchanged with our anceſtors, and 
which he had bought of ſome of our 
kinſmen that had the ſame by gavel- 
kind. Their name, however, is for- 
gotten, as is the pedegree of two other 
freeholders in Maethebrood beſides, 

which 
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which heid land in my time in that 
towne, lineallie from that grant and 
exchange. The one was called Rys ap 
Llewelyn ap David, whoſe poſteritie 
doth yet inherite parte of this land: 
the other the wife of one Lancelott a 
weaver, whoſe inheritance my uncle, 
Gruff' Wynne „ bought, being but a 
matter of three pounds a-yeare. Into foe 
Iittle partes did the gavelkind by many 
deſcents chop our inheritance, being at 
firſt large. Conferring oft with the 
freeholders of the pariſh of Llanrwſt, 
my neighbours, how they held their 
lands, and from what common anceſtor 
they were deſcended ; moſt of them are 
ſaid to be deſcended lineallie from Ednyfed 
Vaughan, in the townſhip of Tybrith and 
Garthgarmon. Inquireing alſo of them 


Of Berddu. See the pedigree at the end of 
the MS. Berddu is in Llanrwſt pariſh, 


whence 
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whence the frecholders of Maethebrood 
(Rys Llyn ap David, and Lancellott's wife) 
were deſcended, they ſaid they were 
foreigners, and came from the caſtle of 
Denbigh, as though the caſtle of Den- 
bigh did procreate men: which ſheweth 
that the tradition is not yet forgotten, 
from whence they came. The moſt parte 


of that towne of Macthebrood is in our 
blood, blefled be God. 


tobin Jachwr, the greateſt antiquarie 
of our countrey, being at Gwedir with 
my grandfather, and going one day to 
a chwarevſa gampav *, where the coun- 
trey was aſſembled at-a place called 
Gardd y felin in the pariſh of Llanrwſt, 
aſked whether he would command hun any 
ſervice thither. Nothing, faid my grand- 
father, haveing a noſegay in his hand by 


© Chwarevfa gampau, Country games or exer- 
ciſes. 


chance, 
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chance, but deliver this noſegay to the 
beſt gentleman thou ſeeſt in the com- 
pany, upon the credit of thy ſkill; who 
delivered the ſame with proteſtation of 
his charge in the preſence of all the 
company to Llyn ap David, Rys Llyn ap 
David's father. I cannot however get his 
pedegree, nor Lancellot's wife's pede- 
gree in any certaintie, to joyne them to 
ours: the reaſon is, that poverty ſoone 
forgets whence it be deſcended, for 
it is an ancient received ſaying, that 
there is noe poverty but is deſcended 
of nobilitie, nor noe nobilitie but is de- 
ſcended of beggerie. 


When Adam delv'd and Eva ſpan, 
Who was then a gentleman ? 

Then came the churle and gathered 
good, 
And thence aroſe the gentle bloud. 


Yet 
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Yet a great temporall bleſſing it is, 
and a greate heart's eaſe to a man to 
find that he is well deſcended, and a 
great griefe it is for upſtarts and gentle- 
men of the firſt head to looke backe 
nnto their defcents being baſe, in ſuch 
fort, as I have knowne many ſuch hate 
gentlemen in their hearts, for noe other 
cauſe, but that they were gentlemen. 
The conditional promiſe by God to Da- 
vid was, „that if his children would 
«© keepe his laws, he ſhould not want a 
% man of his loynes to fit on his ſear 
„for evermore.” Whereby he had two 
things promiſed him, propagation of his 
feed, and eminence of continuance in 
the world. The Recabites, for their 
obedience to their father's command- 
ment, not to drinke wine, haye the like 
promiſe of God *. 


„See Jeremiah, ch. xxxv. 


During 
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During the time the Earle of Pem- 
broke's armie lay in Snowdon, Jevan ap 
Robert was faigne to leave his owne 
houſe, and lodge at night in the rocke 
called Ogo filen, ſtanding at Meillionen, in 
the pariſh of Bethkelert, and continued all 
the next day with the Lancaſtrians. His 
friends and followers ſkirted the armie, 
and ſkirmiſhed with them in rhe {trait and 
rough paſſage of Nantwhynen *, untill at 
laſt he was ſent for by the Earle under 
his protection and received into grace, 
as may appeare by the Earle's deed un- 
der his hand and ſeale; the like he did 
not graunt to any in North Wales, as 
farre as 1 can heare. 


The begining of the quarell and un- 
kindneſs between Jevan ap Robert and 
Howell ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan 
grew in this fort. Jevan ap Robert, 


X Nantwhynen lies within a ſmall diſtance of 
Bethſkelert. The rough and ftrait paſſage, men- 
tioned by the author, ſoon opens into a moſt pic- 
tureſque valley, | 


after 
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after his ſiſter's death, upon ſome miſlike, 
left the company of Howel ap Rys, and 
accompanied John ap Meredith his ne— 
phew, and his children, who were at 
continuall bate with Howell ap Rys. 
The faſhion was, in thoſe days, that the 
gentlemen and their retainers met com- 
monly every day to ſhoote matches and 
maſteries: there was noe gentleman of 
worth in the countrey, but had a wine 
cellar of his owne, which wine was ſold 
to his profit: thither came his friends to 
meete him, and there ſpent the day in 
ſhooting, wreſtling, throwing the ſledge, 
and other actes of activitie, and drinke- 
Ing very moderately withall, not accord- 
ing to the Healthing *, and gluttoncus man- 
ner of our dayes. 


Howell ap Rys ap Howell did draw 
a draught Y upon Jevan ap Robert ap 


* j. e. Drinking of h-alths. 
This is a phraſe frequently uſed by the author, 
and imports drawing a plan, or ſettling a ſcheme. 


11 Meredith, 
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Meredith, and ſent a brother of his to 
lodge over night at Keſelgyfarch, to un- 
derſtand which way Jevan ap Robert ap 
Meredith meant to goe the next day, 
who was determined to ſhoote a match 
with John ap Meredith's children at 
Llanvihangel y Pennant , not farre from 
John ap Meredith's houſe. This being 
anderſtood, the ſpie, Howell ap Rees, 
his brother, ſlipps away in the night to 
his brother, and lets him knowe where 
he ſhould lay for him. Now had Howell 
ap Rys provided a butcher for the pur- 
poſe, that ſhould have murthered him; 
for he had direction by Howell to keepe 
himſelfe free, and not to undertake any 
of the company untill he ſaw them in a 
medley, and every man fighting. Then 
was his charge to come behinde the 


„This pariſh is very near to Bethhelert. All 
this part of the country 1s very mountainous, and 
therefore very proper for ambuſcades. 


talleſt 


U 
id 
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talleſt man in the company (for other- 


wiſe he knew him nor, being a ſtranger), 
and to knocke him down ; for Howell 


ap Rys ſayd; “ Thou ſhalt ſoone diſcerne 


«© lim from the reſt by his ſtature, and he 
* will make way before him. There is a 
* foſter-brother of his, one Robin ap 
« Inko, a little fellow, that uſeth to match 
* him behind: take heed of him; for, be 
* the encountre never ſoe hot, his eye is 
* ever on his foſter- brother.“ Jevan ap 
Robert, according as he was appointed, 
went that morning with his ordinary 
company towards Llanvihangel to meete 
John ap Meredith. You are to under- 
ſtand, that in thoſe dayes, and in that 
wild worlde, every man {tood upon his 
guard, and went not abroad but in ſort 
and ſoe armed, as if he went to the field 
to encountre with his enemies. Howell 
ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan's ſiſter be- 
ing Jevan ap Robert's wife, went a mile, 

H 2 
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or thereabout, wich her huſband and 
the company, talking with them, and 
foe parted with them; and in her way 
homewards, ſhe met her brother a-horſe- 
back, with a great company of people 
armed, rideing after her huſband, as faſt 
as they could. On this ſhe cried out 
upon her brother, and deſired him, for 
the love of God, not to harme her huſ- 
band, that meant him noe harme ; and 
withall ſteps to his horſe, meaning to 
have caught him by the bridle, which 
he ſceing, turned his horſe about. She 
then caught the horſe by the tail, hang- 
ing upon him ſoe long, and crying upon 
her brother, that, in the end, he drew out 
his ſhort-ſword, and ſtruck at her arme. 
Which ſhe perceiving, was faine to lett 
flippe her hold, and running before him 
to a narrow paſſage, whereby he muſt 
paſs through a brooke, where there was 
a foot-bridge near the ford; ſhe then ſteps 
to the foot-bridge, and takes away the 

canlau 


1 
canlaw or handſtay of the bridge, and 
with the ſame letts flie at her brother, 
and, if he had not avoyded the blow, ſhe 
had ſtrucke him downe from his horſe. 


— Furor arma miniſtrat. 


Howell ap Rys and his company, within a 
v hile, overtooke jevan ap Robert aud his 
followers, who turned head upon him, 
though greatlie overmatched. The bic- 
kering grew very hott, and many were 
knocked downe of either fide. In the 
end, when that ſhould be performed 
which they came for, the murthering 
butcher haveing not ſtrucke one ſtroake 
all day, but watching opportunity, and 
finding the company more ſcattered than 
at firſt from Jevan ap Robert, thruſt 
himſelfe among Jevan ap Robert's people 
behind, and, makeing a blow at him, 


2 Richards, in his Dictionary, renders this word 
accordingly a long rail uſed as a fide fence to a 
bridge. It alſo ſignifies a coun/e/lor or attorn:y, 


R was 
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was prevented by Robin ap Inko his 
foſter- brother, and knocked downe; God 
bringing upon his head the deſtruction 
that he meant for another: which 
Howell ap Rys perceiving, cryed to his 
people,“ Let us away and be gone, for 
«I had given chardge that Robin ap 
* Inko ſhould have been better looked 
* unto:” and ſoe that bickering brake 


with the hurt of many, and the death 
of that one man. 


It fortnned anon after, that the par- 
ſon of Llanvrothen * tooke a child of 
Jevan ap Robert's to foſter, which ſore 
grieved Howell ap Rys ap Howell 
Vaughan's wife, her huſband haveing 
then more land in that pariſh than je- 
van ap Robert had; in revenge whereof 
ſhe plotted the death of the ſaid parſon 


in this manner. She ſent a woman to 


alke lodgeing of the parſon (who uſed 


2 Llanvrothen is a ſmall village in Merioneth- 
ſtore, ſituated near Traethmawr ſands, 


not 
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not to deny any). The woman being in 
bed, after midnight began to ſtrike and 
to rave; whereupon the parton, think- 
mg that ſhe had beene diſtracted, awake- 
ing out of his fleepe, and wondering at 
ſoe ſuddaine a crie in the night, made 
towards her and his houſhold alſo; then 
ſhe ſaid that he would have raviſhed 
her, and ſoe got out of doores, threaten- 
ing revenge to the parſon. This wo- 
man had to her bretheren three notable 
rogues of the damn'd crew, fit for any 
miſchiefe, being followers of Howell ap 
Rys. In a morning theſe bretheren 
watched the parſon, as he went to looke 
to his cattle, in a place in that pariſh 
called Gogo yr Llechwin, being now a 
tenement of mine, and there murthered 
him; and two of them fled to Chirke- 
land in Denbighſhire, to ſome of the 
Trevor's friends, or of a kinne to Howell 
ap Rys, or his wife. It was the manner 

11 4 in 
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in thoſe dayes, that the murtherer one- 
ly, and he that gave the death's wound 
ihould flye, which was called in Welſh 
a Hlawrudd, which is à red hand, be- 
cauſe he had blouded his hand: the ac- 
ceſſaries and abetters to the murtherers 
were never hearkened after. 


In thoſe dayes, in Chirkeland and Oſ- 
waldſtreland b, two ſects or kindred con- 
tended for the ſoveraignty of the coun- 
trie, and were at continuall ſtrife one with 
another: the Kyffins and Trevors, They 
had their alliance, partiſans, and friends 
m all the countreys round thereabouts, 
to whome, as the manner of the time 
was, they ſent ſuch of their followers as 
committed murther or manſlaughter, 
which were ſafely kept as very precious 
jewells; and they received the like from 
their friends. Theſe kind of people 
were ſtowed in the day time in cham- 

Þ Now called Ofwe/try : it adjoins to Chirkeland, 


where the Trevors continue ſtill to be a very conſi- 
derable family. 


bers 
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bers in theire houſes, and in the night 
they went to the next wine-houſe that 
belonged to the gentleman, or to his te- 
nants houſes not farre off, to make mer- 
rie and to wenſh. Meredith ap Howell 
ap Moris, in thoſe days chief and leader 
of the ſet of the Kyihns, was a kinne 
to Jevan ap Robert, and in league with 
him, to whome he ſent to defire him, 
to draw him a draught to catch thoſe 
murtherers; who ſent him word, that he 
ſhould come privately into Chirkeland 
only accompanied but with fix, and he 
made noe doubt to deliver the murthe- 
rers into his hands. As Jevan ap Ro- 
bert was in his way goeing thither, paſ- 
ſing by Ty yn Rhos “, being a wine- 
houſe, ſtanding in Penrhyn Deydraeth, 
Howell ap Rys ap Howell Vychan's 
wife, being in the houſe, ſaid ro the 


a Ty yn Rios, ſignifies the houſe in the rough 
common. 


people 


„„ 


people that were with her, Vonder 
goeth Jevan ap Robert, Hwyr y dial ef 
ei dadmaeth, which is as much as to ſay, 
© that he would not in haſte be re— 
« yenged of the wronge done to his 
« foſter.” Being come to Chirkeland, 
he abode there many dayes in fecrer 
and unſeene, ſleeping in the day, and 
watching all night. In the end, with 
the helpe of his friends, he caught the 
two murtherers, whom he had no ſooner 
in hand, but the crie did riſe, The. Trevors 
to their friends, and the Icyſfins to their 
leaders. To the latter of theſe cries Mere- 
dith ap Howell ap Moris reſorted, who 
told Jeyan ap Robert that it was impoſſible 
tor him to carry them out of the coun- 
trey to any place to have judiciall pro- 
ceeding againſt them, by reaſon that the 
faction of the Trevors would lay the 
way and narrow paſlages of the coun- 
trie; and if they were brought to Chirke 
G caſtle 
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caſtle gate to receive the triall of the coun- 
trie lawes, it was lawfull for the offender's 
friends whoſoever they were to bring 5 li. 
for every man for a ſine to the Lord, and 
to acquit them, ſoe it were not in caſes 
of treaſon. A damnable cuſtome uſed in 
thoſe dayes in the lordſhips -marches, 
which was uſed alſoe in Mowddwy *, un- 
till the new Ordinance of Wales, made 
in the ſeven and twentieth yeare of 
Henry VIII. Hereupon Jevan ap Ro- 
bert ap Meredith commanded one of his 
men to {trike off their heads, which the 
fellow doeing faintely, the offender told 
him, that if he had his necke under his 
ſword, he would make his ſword take 
better edge than he did: ſoe reſolute 
were they in thoſe dayes, and in con- 
tempt of death ; whereupon Jevan ap 


b Mowddwy is by that ſtatute of Henry the 
Eighth now annexed to Merionethſhire, whereas 
it was before part of Montgomeryſhire, 


Robert 
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Robert in a rage ſtepping to them, 
ſtrucke off their heads. | 


David Llwyd ap Gruffith Vychan, 
grandchild to Jevan ap Robert ap Me- 
redith, in his youth waited upon Hugh, 
ſonne to Mr. Robert ap Rys at Cam- 
bridge, elected Abbot of Conway by 
his father's procurement in his minoritie. 
He being at Plas Jolyn e, at the houſe 
of Mr. Robert ap Rys, an old woman 
that dwelt there in Rys ap Meredith's 
time, told him that ſhe had ſeene his 
grandfather Jevan ap Robert at that houſe, 
both in goeing and comeing from his voy- 
age into Chirkeland, and that he was the 
talleſt and goodlieſt man that ever ſhe had 
ſeene: for, fitting at the fire, upon the 


© Plas Jolyn is in Denbighſhire, not far from 
Gear and Voelas: it now belongs to Mr. n 
ton of Chirk Caſtle. 


ſpür 
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ſpur d, the hinder parte of his head was 
to be ſeene over the ſpur, which ſhe 
never ſaw to any other man. She alſoe ſaid 
that in his returne from Chirkeland ſhe 
ſaw Lowry, daughter of Howell, Rys ap 
Meredith's wife, his kinſwoman waſh 
his eyes with white-wine, being bloud- 
ſhot by long watching ©. 


Jevan ap Robert in his returne from 
Chirkeland, riding home to his houſe 
by Gallt y Morfa hir by moonſhine (the 
tide in Traeth mawr * giveing him noe 


4 Spar (or as it ſhould ſeem to have been pro- 
nounced by the author Spere) certainly means that 
{cat near a kitchen or hall fire, which generally 
goes by the name of a Settle. It is not very obvious 
however whence ſuch a ſeat ſhould have obtained 
the name of Spur or Spere. 


© It is ſuppoſed that this circumſtance 1s men- 
tioned by the author, to prove that Jevan ap Ro- 
bert was not only ſtout but brave, and that he 
watched to prevent being ſurprized by his ene- 
mies. | 
f 'Traeth Mawr ſignifies the geater tract of ſand, 
to diſtinguiſh it from the er, which is the road 


{ooner 
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ſooner paſſage) talking with his men 
careleſly, and out of danger, as he ima- 
gined, ſuddenly lighted an arrow ſhot 
amongſt them from the hill ſide, which 
was then full of wood. On this 
they made a ſtand, and ſhot wholly all 
ſeven towards the place from whence 
the other arrow came, with one of 
which arrowes of theires fhot ſoe at 
randome they killed him that ſhot at 
them, being the third brother of the 
murtherers; God revenging that wicked 
murther by the death of one of the three 


bretheren. Howell ap Rys ap Howell 


Vaughan, and eſpecially his wife, boyl- 
ing in revenge, drew another draught 


againſt Jevan ap Robert, in this manner. 


Jevan ap Robert's mother was of the 


from Penmorva in Carnarvonſhire to Harlech in 
Merionethſhire, Theſe ſands are not commonly 
-paſſable till the tide hath ebbed nearly three 


hours, 


houſe 
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houſe of Kefnmelgoed, in the countie 
of Cardigan, whoſe mother was ſiſter 
to Rytherch ap Jevan Llwyd, then and 
yet the greateſt family in that countie. 
It hath before been menttoned to have 
been cuſtomary in Chirkelande and other 
parts of Wales, for the Llawrudds * to 
refort to the moſt powerfull of the 
gentry, where they were kept very 
choiſely. Howell ap Rys underſtand- 
ing that Jevan ap Robert and his people 
had occaſion to goe to Carnarvon to 
the aſſiſes, thought it fit time by force 
to enter on his houſe; and to appre- 
hend all thoſe, and to bring them to 
Carnarvon to be hanged; for there was 
none of them but was outlawed of mur- 


? The ſignification of the word axvrudd hath be- 
fore been explained by the author, and to import 
a red or bloody hand, or the murderer who had 
given the bloß. . 


ther. 
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ther. To this end, to ſtrengthen him- 
ſelfe in this purpoſe, he ſent for his 
truſtieſt friends about him, and among 
the reſt procured David ap Jenkin his 
coſen german, then a famous outlaw in the 
rocke of Carreg y Walch 8, with his crew 
and followers to aſſiſt him, and ſuddenly 
came 1n a morning to the hall of Jevan 
ap Robert's houſe, where they were in 
out-houſes about, and ſtowed in upper 
chambers in the lower end of the hall, 
and none to be ſeene. Theſe people of 
Jevan ap Robert's that were in the hall 
rayſed a crie, and betooke themſelves 
to their weapons ; whereupon the out- 
lawes awaked, and betooke themſelves 
alſoe to their weapons, and beſtirred 
themſelves handſomely. It happened 
the ſame time that Jevan ap Robert's 


There is rock on the road from Shrewſbury 
to Oſweſtry, which is to this day called Aynaſter's 
Cave, from its having been a receptacle to ſome 
robbers of that name, 


wife 
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wife ſtood at the fire ſide, lookeing on 
her mayd boyling of worte to make me- 
theglyn, which ſeething worte was be- 
ſtowed liberally among the aſſailants, and 
did helpe the defendants to thruſt backe 
them that were entered, and afterwards 
to defend the houſe. The houſe was 
aſſalted with all force, and pierced in 
diverſe places, and was well defended 
by thoſe that were within ; for have- 
ing made diverſe breaches, they durſt 
not enter, few reſolute men being able 
to make a breach good againſt many. 
Upon this the crie of the countrie did 
riſe, and Jevan ap Robert's tenants and 
friends aſſembled in greate numbers, 
(whereof Robin ap Inko was captaine), 
who fought with the beſiegers, and in 
the end with their arrows did drive the 
beſiegers from the one ſide of the houſe, 
who continually aſſaulted the other ſide. 
Aſter they had continued all that day 

] | and 
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and all that night in that manner, the 
next morning, ſeeing they could prevaile 
little to enter the houfe, they came to a 
parly with Robin ap Inko, who adviſed 
them to be gone in time: © For,” ſaid 
he, as ſoon as the water of Traeth 
* mawr will give leave, Jevan Krach, my 
*© maſter's kinſman, will be here with 
ce Ardydwy men, and then you ſhall be 
* all ſlaine.” (This Jevan Krach was a 
man of greate account in thoſe dayes, 
in Ardydwy ®, and dwelt at Kelli lydan, 
in the pariſh of Mantwrog). Where- 
upon they gave over their enterpriſe, 
and returned to Bron y foel, to Howell 
ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan his houſe, 
where David ap Jenkin adviſed his co- 


* Ardydwy is a diſtrict in the north-weſtern part 
of Merionethſhire. Mantwrog is alſo a pariſh of 
the ſame county, not far diſtant from Ardydwy : 
it adjoins to Llanwrothen, the parſon of which the 


author hath before had occaſion to mention. 
ſen 


+4084 
ſen Howell ap Rys to take Jevan ap 
Robert for his brother-in-law, neigh- 
bour, and friend: © For,” ſaid he, «I 
* will not be one with you to aſſault 
« his houſe when he is at home, ſeeing 


& find ſuch hot refiſtance in his ab- 
&« ſence.” 


Dayly bickerings, too long to be 
written, paſſed betweene ſoe neare and 
hatefull neighbours. In the end the 
plague, which commonly followeth warre 
and deſolation, after the Earle of Pem- 
broke's expedition, tooke away Jevan 
ap Robert, at his houſe in Keſelgyfarch, 
in the flowere of his age, being thirty- 


'one years of age ; whoſe death ended 


the ſtrife of thoſe houſes ; for his'three 
eldeſt ſonnes were ſiſters ſonnes to 
Howell ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan, 


E Enmitie 


Fas © 


Enmitie did continue betweene Howell 
ap Rys ap Howell Vaughan, and the 
fonnes of John ap Meredith. After the 
death of Evan ap Robert, Gruffith ap 
John ap Gronw, (cozen german to John 
ap Meredith's ſonnes of Gwynfryn, who 
had long ſerved in France and had 
charge there), comeing home to live in 
the countrey, it happened that a fer- 
vant of his comeing to fiſh in Stymliyn ?, 
his fiſh was taken away, and the fel- 
low beaten by Howell ap Rys his ſervants, 
and by his commandment. Gruffith ap 
John ap Gronw tooke the matter in 
fuch dudgeon, that he challenged Howell 
ap Rys to the field; which he refuſing, 
aſſembling his cofens John ap Mere- 


| Stymllyn is on the Carnarvonſhire coaſt, not 
far from Crekieth. There is a pretty large pool of 
water near the ſea, where there are ſome good 
trouts, and in which this fiſhing probably hap- 


pened. a 
dith's 
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dith's ſonnes and his friends together, 
aſſaulted Howell in his owne houſe, after 
the manner he had ſeene in the French 
warres, and conſumed with fire his barnes 
and his out-houſes. Whilſt he was after- 
wards aſſaulting the hall, which Howell 
ap Rys and many other people kept, 
being a very ſtrong houſe, he was ſhot out 
of a creviſe of the houſe, through the 
ſight of his beaver, into the head, and 
ſlayne out-right, being otherwiſe armed 
at all points. Notwithſtanding his death, 
the aſſault of the houſe was continued 
with great vehemence, the doores fired 
with great burthens of ſtraw, beſides this, 
the ſmoake of the out-houſes and barnes 
not farre diſtant, annoyed greatly the 
defendants, ſoe that moſt of them lay 
under boordes and benches upon the 
floore in the hall, the better to avoyd 
the finvake. During this ſcene of con- 
fuſion, onely the old man Howell ap 
Rys never ſtooped, but ſtood valiantly 

13 in 


55 
in the middeſt of the floore, armed with 
a gleve i in his hand, and called unto 
them and bid them“ ariſe like men, for 
* ſhame, for he had knowne there as 
« greate a —_— in that hall upon a 


“ Chriſtmas even.” In the end, ſeeing 


the houſe could noe longer defend them, 
being overlayed with a multitude, upon 
parley betweene them, Howell ap Rys 
was content to yeald himſelfe priſoner to 


Morris ap John ap Meredith, John ap 
Meredith's eldeſt ſonne, ſoe as he would 


ſweare unto him to bring him ſafe to 
Carnarvon caſtle, to abide the triall of 
the law, for the death of Gruff' ap 
John ap Gronw, who was coſen german 
removed to the ſaid Howell ap Rys 
and of the very ſame houſe he was of. 
Which Morris ap John ap Meredith un- 
dertakeing, did put a guard about the 
ſaid Howell of his truſtieſt friends and 
ſervants, who Kept and defended him 


| Cleve ſignifies a ſword, from the French Glaive. 
from 


E 


from the rage of the kindred, and eſpe- 
cially of Owen ap John ap Meredith 
his brother, who was very eager againſt 
him. They paſſed by leiſure thence, 
like a campe*, to Carnarvon ; the whole 
countrie being aflembled, Howell his 
friends poſted a horſe backe from one 

place or other by the way, who brought 
word that he was come thither ſafe, for 
they were in great fear leſt he ſhould be 
murthered, and that Morris ap John ap 
Meredith could not be able to defend 
him, neither durſt any of Howell's 
friends be there for feare of the kin- 
dred. In the end, being delivered by 
Morris ap John ap Meredith to the 
conſtable of Carnarvon caſtle, and there 
kept ſafely in ward untill the aſſiſes; it 
fell out by law, that the burning of 
Howell's houſes and aflaulting him in 
his owne houſe, was a more haynous of- 
fence in Morris ap John ap Meredith 


k 


4. e. Like an army which makes regular en- 
campments during their march. | 
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and the reſt, than the death of Gruff* 
ap John ap Gronw in Howell ap Rys, 
who did it in his owne defence; where- 
upon Morris ap John ap Meredith, with 
thirty-five more, were indicted of felonie, 
as appeareth by the copie of the indict- 
ment, which I had from the records. 


Howell, delivered out of priſon, never 
durſt come to his owne houſe in Evio- 
neth, but came to Penmachno * to his 
mother's kindred, Rys Gethin's ſonnes, 
and there died. It is a note worthy ob- 
ſervation that the houſe by little and 
little decayed ever ſince, neither hath 
any of his poſterity beene buried in his 


owne ſepulchre, being four deſcents be- 
fides himſelfe, | 


Rys ap Howell ap Rys his ſonne, co- 
ſen german to my greate grandfather, 


k Penmachno is a ſmall village in Carnaryon- 
ſhire, on the road between Llanrwſt and Feſtiniog. 


Meredith, 
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Meredith ap Jevan ap Robert, maried to 
his firſt wife, an inheretrix of the Tre- 
vors, by whome he had greate poſſeſ- 
ſions in Hopeſland I. He afterwards by 
the procurement of my greate grand- 
father, maried Margaret, daughter to 
Hugh Conwey the elder, Reinalt ap 
Meiricke's widdow, his next neighbour 
in Gwedir, and was overſeere of his 
workes when he built Gwedir houſe, as 
William David ap Ellis Eytyn his coſen, 
who lived with him then in thoſe dayes, 
told me. He was buried on the right 
{fide in the chancel in Llanrwſt; and was 
taken up at the burying of Cadwalader 
ap Robert Wynne of Havod y maidd &, 


1 There is a village in Cherbury hundred, Shrop- 
ſhire, which is called Hope; it is rather ſuſpected, 
however, that the place alluded to is Holt, which 
is ſituated on the Welſh ſide of the Dee, ſeven or 
eight miles higher than Chelter, 

m Havod y maidd is a farm in Denbighſhire, not 
far from Caerydryidion, it fignihes the ge 
farm. 
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as my uncle Owen Wynne gueſſed by 
the greatneſs of the ſame. 


Thomas ap Rys ap Howell ſold all his 
mother's lands and /zveing © in Hopeſland, 
and a great part of his owne, and was 
buried in Hopeſdale. 4 Res 


Cadwalader ap Thomas, his ſonne and 
heire, lying at Cheſter, died there. 


Ellis ap Cadwalader, (who had maried 
ray coſen german, my uncle Owen 
Wynne's daughter), my kind coſen and 
friend, a man endued with many good 
parts, being ſicke of an impoſtume, went 
to one Dr. Davies neare Brecknock, and 
there died. This man's name I am bound 
to make an honourable mention of, for 
diverſe kindneſſes he ſhewed unto me, 
and eſpecially for the wiſe advice and 
counſell he was wont to give me. 


This word hath before been explained. 


Among 
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Among many, one eſpecially is by me and 
my poſterity to be remembred, which I 
doe thinke worthy to be recorded in 
writeing. Unkindneſs and variance be- 
falling betweene myſclfe and my uncle 
Owen Wynne, being neighbours, for 
wayes croſſe my ground for the carry- 
ing of his hay from the King's meadow 
in Trefriw to his houſe at Cacrmelwr, 
grew to a great heat, and ſaid that he 
| ſhould not paſſe that way without the 
loſſe of mens lives. Whereupon, he 
being preſent, and wiſhing well unto us 
both, reproved me ſharpely, wiſhing me 
to follow the courſe of my anceſtors, 
who with wiſdome, unanimity, and 
temperance, from time to time, had 
raiſed their fortunes, aſſureing me his 
anceſtors might be an example unto me 
of the contrary, who with headincſs and 
raſhneſs did diminiſh and impaire theire 
eſtates from time to time. Which coun- 


{el 
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ſel of his tooke deepe roote in me ever 
after, and, to my great good, I bridled 


my choller, whereunto I was much ſub- 
ject. 


Owen Ellis, the ſonne of Ellis Cadwala- 
der, died by a fall from his horſe goeing 
home from Crikeith in the night, have- 
ing beene there all the day drinking. 


Ellis Ellis, his ſonne, fell mad and 
continued ſoe a long time, and at length 
in that caſe ® died, 


Owen Ellis, his ſonne, being a young 
man, newly maried, goeing home in the 
night betweene Nanhoren and Vaerdre 
in Llün“, where his wife lived, haveing 


m This is a fingular method of expreſſing him- 
ſelf, which the author ſrequently uſes, 


» Llun is the 8. Weſtern peninſula of Carnar- 
vonſhire, | 


by 


L 
dy her one daughter, and leaveing her 


greate with child, (which after proved to 


be a ſonne), by a fall from his horſe, 
upon the way, died. 


Theſe three were buried in their owne 
ſepulchres in the Church of St. Ka- 
therine's in Crikeith, after this booke was 
by the author written. 


It may be a queſtion here and a doubt 
to the reader wherefore the land of Ro- 
bin Vaughan ap David ap Howell ſhould 
deſcend to Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, 
his coſen and next heire, he haveing a 
daughter and heire of his owne body 
lawfully begotten * To anſwere this 
queſtion, you are to underſtand that 
Henry Lacie, Earle of Lincolne, upon 
the conqueſt of Wales, haveing received 
of Edward the Firſt his gift the coun- 
tries of Ros and Rovoniog, now Den- 


bigh 
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bigh land, and planted the ſame with 
diverſe Engliſhmen, who held their lands, 
as well as their poſteritie, by the Engliſh 
tenure; the reſt of the Welſhmen, 
loaded with many bad cuſtomes, held 
their lands in the Welſh tenure. One 
condition thereof was, that the inheri- 
tance ſhould not deſcend to daughters, but 
ſhould goe to the heire male of the houſe, 
if there were any ſuch within their 
degrees to the dead man, and if not, 
that it ſhould eſcheate to the Lord of the 
ſoyle ; yet in reſpe& of the poſſibilitie 
of iſſue male, which the owner of the 
land might have while he was alive, the 
cuſtome of the countrie did permit him 
to mortgage the land to ſerve his need, 
without the Lord's leave. You ſee 
hereby that Robin Vaughan did what 
he could, according to the cuſtome of 


the countrie, towards the preferment of 


his daughter, and the reaſon why Jevan 
5 
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ap Robert ap Meredith, his next kinſ- 
man and heire, had the lands. Which 
proveth alſoe that Robert ap Meredith 
was eldeſt brother to Jevan ap Meredith, 
John ap Meredith his grand father, which 
his poſteritie greatly gainſaid; for if je- 
van ap Meredith had been elder brother, 
then John ap Meredith ſhould have inhe- 
rited this land, and not Jevan ap Robert 
his father's coſen. Meredith, ſonne to 
Jevan ap Robert his eldeſt ſonne, in 
the time of his father, was taken to 
nurſe by an honeſt frecholder in the 
hundred of Yſcorum Iſgurvai , who was 
owner of the Criege in Llanvaire, and 
the beſt man in the pariſh, and have- 
ing noe children of his owne, gave his 
inheritance to his foſter child. Creige 
ſtandeth ſome ſixteen miles from Keſel- 
gyfarch, whereby it may appeare how 
deſirous men were in thoſe dayes to 
have a patron that could defend them 


In Carnaryonſkire, | 
— from 
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from wrong, though they ſought him 
never ſoe far off. Criege ſtandeth be- 
tweene Carnarvon and Bangor, two miles 
off from Carnarvon. In thoſe days Car- 
narvon flouriſhed as well by trade of 
merchandiſe as alſoe for that the King's 
exchequer, chauncery, and common law 
courts for all North Wales were there con- 
tinually reſiding, whilſt the way to London 
and the marches was little frequented. 
By this, civility and learning flouriſhed 
in that towne, ſoe as they were called, 
the lawyers of Carnarvon, the merchands 
of Beawmares, and the gentlemen of Con- 
Way. I heard diverſe of judgement, and 
learned in the lawes, to report that the 
recards of the King's Courtes, kept in 
Carnaryon in thoſe dayes, were as or- 
derly and formally kept as thoſe in 
Weſtminſter. Thither did his foſter 


father ſend my greate grandfather to 


ſchool, where he learned the Engliſh 


tongue, 


1 
( 
| 
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tongue, to read, to write, and to un- 
ſtand Latine, a matter of great moment 
in thoſe dayes. For his other brethren 
loſing their father young, and nurſed 
in Evioneth, neare their father's houſe, 
wanted all this; ſoe as to the honeſt 
man, his foſter and ſecond father, (for 
he gave him with breeding alſoe his in- 
heritance) may be attributed his good 
fortune (God's providence always ex- 
cepted) which ſometymes worketh by 
ſecondary meanes, whereof this man was 
the inſtrument, haveing lived there till 
the age of twenty yeares, or thereabouts. 
His foſter father being dead, he fell in 
liking with a young woman in that towne, 
who was daughter-in-law to one Spicer; 
the reputed daughter of William Gruf- 
fith ap Robin, ſheriſfe of the county of 
Carnarvon. This Spicer was a landed 
man of 50 li. per annum, which de- 
ſcended to him from his anceſtors, 
yet had an office in the Exchequer e, 

„The author means the Exchequer for the Prin- 
cipality, then kept at Carnarvon. 
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and dealt with trade of merchandiſe al- 
ſoe, that he became a greate and wealthy 
man. His ſonne, John Spicer, was a 
juſtice of the peace in the firſt com- 
miſſions after the new ordinance of 
Wales, and was brother by the mo- 
ther to Alice William, the wife of 
Meredith ap Jevan ap Robert. Their 
mother is ſaid to be of the Bangors, 
whom I have knowne often to have 
claymed kindred of me by that woman. 
At Crieg he began the worlde with his 
wife, and begate there by her two 
daughters, Jonett, the firſt, maried to 
Edmund Griffith, and afterwards to 
Sir John Puleſton; and another called 
Catherine, maried to Rowland Gruffith of 
Plas Newydd?. After this finding he was 


? Plas Newydd ſignifies he new Manſion or Gentle- 
mars houſe; the name is therefore very common in 


Wales, and it is difficult to determine what Plas 
Newydd the author alludes to. It ſhould ſeem that 


3 likely 


1 
likely to have more children, and that 
the place would prove narrow and 
ſtraight for him, he was minded to 
have returned to his inheritance in 
Evioneth, where there was nothing but 
killing and fighting, whereupon he did 
purchaſe a leaſe of the caſtle and 
frithes * of Dolwyddelan, of the execu- 
tors of Sir Ralph Berkinnet. I find in 
the records of the Exchequer of Carnar- 
von, the tranſcript of an act of re- 
ſumption enrowled, made in the third 
yeare of King Henry the Seventh, by 
which a& all King Richard's guifts are 
reſumed, excepting one leaſe of the 
frith of eee granted to Sir 


our modern expreſſion of a Gentleman' Place is 
taken from this Welſh term. 


4 Frith is a very common term in Wales, and 
ſignifies generally a ſmall field taken out of a com- 
mon. There is a market town in Derbyſhire 


called Chapel in the Frith, which is ſituated in a val - 
ley amongſt ſuch incloſures. 
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Ralph Berkinnet of the countie of 
Cheſter, Knight, Chamberlaine of North 
Wales. Haveing purchaſed this leaſe, 
he removed his dwelling to the caſtle of 
Dolwyddelan, which at that time was in 
part thereof habitable, where one 
Howel ap Jevan ap Rys Gethin, in 
the beginaing of Edward the Fourth 
his raigne, captaine of the countrey 
and an outlaw, had dwelt. Againſt this 
man David ap Jenkin roſe, and con- 
tended with him for the ſovraignety of 
the countrey ; and being ſuperiour to 
him, in the end he drew a draught for 
him, and took him in his bed at Penan- 
men with his concubine, performing by 
craft, what he could not by force, and 
brought him to Conway caſtle. Thus, after 
many bickerings betweene Howell and 
David ap Jenkin, Da»vid ap Jenkin be- 
ing too weake, was taigne to flie the 
countrey, and to goe to Ireland, where he 

was 


13 
was a yeare or thereabouts. In the end 
he returned in the ſummer time, haveing 
himſelfe and all his followers clad in 
greenc 5, who, being come into the coun- 
trey, he diſperſed here and there among 
his friends, lurking by day, and walke- 
ing in the night for feare of his adver- 
ſaries; and ſuch of rhe countrey as hap- 
pened to have a fight of him and his 
followers, ſaid they were the fairies, 
and ſoe ran away. All the whole 
countrey then was but a ſorreſt, rough 
and ſpacious, as it is ſtill, but then waſte 
of inhabitants, and all overgrowne with 
woods; for Owen Glyndwr's warres be- 
ginning in anno 1400, continued fifteen 
yeares, which brought ſuch a deſolation, 
that greene graſſe grew on the market 
place in Llanrwſt, called Bryn y botten, 
and the deere fled into the church-yard, as 


à The tradition is well known, that Robin Hood, 
and the outlawes his followers, were clad in the 
lame livery. As they generally lived in foreits, 
perhaps it might be conceived that they were leſs 
dittinguiſhable when dreſſed in this colour, 
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it is reported. This deſolation aroſe from 
Owen Glyndwr's policie, to bring all 
things to waſte, that the Engliſh ſhould 
find no ſtrength, nor reſting place. The 
countrey being brought to ſuch a de- 
ſolation, could not be replanted in 
haſte; and the warres of York and 
Lancaſter happening ſome fifteen yeares 


after, this countrey being the chiefeſt 
faſtneſs of North Wales, was kept by 


David ap Jenkin, a captaine of the Lan- 
caſtrian faction, fifteen yeares in Edward 
the Fourth his time, who ſent diverſe 
captaines to beſiege him, who waſted 
the countrey while he kept his rocke 
of Carreg y Walch; and, laſtly, by the 

Earle Herbert, who brought it to utter 
deſolation. Now you are to underſtand, 
that in thoſe dayes, the countrey of 
Nantconway was not onely wooded, but 
alſoe all Carnarvon, Merioneth, and 
Denbigh ſhires ſeemed to be but one 
forreſt haveing few inhabitants, though 


of 
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of all others Nantconway had the feweſt, 
being the worſt then, and the feat of 
the warres, to whom the countrey about 
paid contribution. From the towne of 
Conway to Bala, and from Nantconway 
to Denbigh *, (when warres did happen 
to ceaſe in Hirwethog, the countrey ad- 
joining to Nantconway), there was con- 
tinually foſtered a waſp's neſt, which 
troubled the whole countrey, I mean 
a lordſhip belonging to St. Johns of 
Jeruſalem, called Spytty Jevan, a large 
thing, which had privilege of ſanctuary. 
This peculiar juriſdiction, not governed by 
the King's lawes, became a receptacle of 
thieves and murtherers, who ſafely being 
warranted there by law, made the place 
thoroughly peopled. Noe ſpot within 


r All this tract of country is mountainous, though 
not very rocky; it may therefore have been for- 
merly covered with wood, according to this tra- 
dition, though there is at preſent little or none to 
be ſeen. 
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twenty miles was ſafe from their incurſions 
and roberies, and what they got within 
their limits was their owne. They had 
to their backſtay friends and receptors 
in all the county of Merioneth and 
Powiſland * Theſe helping the former 
deſolations of Nantconway, and preying 
upon that countrey, as their next neigh- 
bours, kept moſt part of that countrey 
all waſte and without inhabitants. In this 
eſtate ſtood the hundred of Nantconway, 
when Meredith removed his dwelling 
thither, being (as I gueſſe) about the 
ſour and twentieth ycare of his age, 
and in the beginning of King Henry 
the Seventh his time. Being queſtioned 
by his friends, why he meant to leave 


5 Powiſland ſormerly included a large diſtrict of 
country, chiefly Montgomeryſhbire. The Regul: of 
this part of North Wales are faid to have been 


buried at Myford in that county, which is ſituated 
on the river Vurnw. y. 


hs 
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his ancient houſe and habitation, and to 
dwell in Nantconway *, ſwarming with 
thieves and bondmen, whereof there are 
many in the Kinge's lordſhip and townes 
in that hundred; he anſwered, “that 
« he ſhould find elbowe roome in that 
© yaſt countrey among the bondmen, 
« and that he had rather fight with 
© outlawes and thieves, than with his 
O ne blood and kindred ; for if I live 
« jn mine houſe in Evioneth *, I muſt 
& either kill mine owne kinſmen or be 
„ killed by them.” Wherein he ſaid 
very truly, as the people were ſuch in 
thoſe dayes there; for John Owen ap 
John ap Meredith, in his father's time, 
killed Howell ap Madoc Vaughan of 


t Nantconway ſignifies the valley ſituated on the 
Conway. 

* Evioneth is a hundred in the S. Weſtern part 
of Carnarvonſhire: it is ſuppoſed to have obtained 


this name from its being watered by a great num- 
ber of ſmall rivers. 


Berkin, 
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Berkin, for noe other quarrell, but for 
the maſtery of the countrey, and for 
the firſt good-morrow ; in which trage- 
die Meredith had likely beene an actor, if 
he had lived there, for the reaſons afore- 
ſaid. He and his coſen, the hcire of 
Bron y foel, were both out of the 
countrey, Morys ap John ap Meredith 
and Owen ap John ap Meredith were alſo 
growne old men, ſoe as there was none 
in the countrey, that durſt ſtrive with 
John Owen ap John ap Meredith, but 
Howell ap Madoc Vaughan of Berkin *, 
which colt him his life. 


Howell ap Madog Vaughan his grand- 
mother, was Jevan ap Robert ap Mere- 
dith his ſiſter, ſoe he he was coſen ger- 
man's ſonne to Meredith. John Owen 
that killed him was coſen german to my 


* Berkin (or Aberkin) is ſituated in the pariſh of 


Llaniſtindwy. 


grand- 


1 1 
grandmother, being the daughter of 
Morris ap John ap Meredith. In reſpect 
of the feude my grandfather could not 
abide any deſcended of Owen ap John 
ap Meredith, neither could ſhe abide 
any of his kindred of Berkin. I write 
it but to ſhew the manifold diviſions in 
thoſe days among 1oe private friends. 


Howell ap Madog Vaughan haveing 
moſt valiantly fought out with his 
people, received his deadly wound in 
the head. Being downe, his mother 
being preſent, clapped her hand on 
his head, meaning to ward the ſtroke, 
and had halfe her hand and three of 
her fingers cut off at the blowe. 


David Llwyd Gruffith Vychan, my 
uncle, told me, that his father dwelling 
at Cumſtrallyn in Evioneth, hearing of 
the affray, but not of his coſen's death, 


for 
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(for Howell ap Madog Vychan outlived 
the fray certaine dayes), ſent him, be— 
ing a child, to ſce how his coſen did; 
and he coming to Berkin found him layd 
in his bed, and his wounded men in great 
number lying in a cocherie ?, above the 
degree near the high table, all in 
breadth of his hall, all gored and wal- 
lowing in their owne blood. He like- 
wiſe ſaw the gentleman's milch kine 
brought to the hall doore, and their 


This term ſeems to be derived from an old 
French word coucherie ; it may therefore ſignify a 
long boarded bed, placed with a proper inclination 
from the ſide of the room, which was the common 
dormitory of the ſervants. A ſhelf of boards 
thus diſpoſed might anſwer the purpoſe of what in 
England was formerly called a pallet, and ſlanting 
ſhelves of this ſort are ſometimes uſed in barracks 
for the ſoldiers to ſleep upon. As for what is men- 
tioned of its being above the degree near the high 
zable, it is well known that the principal table in 
an ancient hall is always raiſed a ſtep or two, as it 
continues to be in moſt colleges. 


milk 


— 
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milk carried hot from the kine, to the 
wounded men, by them to be druncke 
for the reſtoring of their blood. 


Howell Vaughan, upon his death- bed, 
did ſay, “that this quarrell ſhoald ne- 
ver be ended while his mother lived; 
and looked upon her hand.” Which was 
true indeed; for ſhe perſecuted eagerly 
all her time, and John Owen was kept 
in priſon ſeven years in Carnarvon caſtle, 
for ſoe long ſhe ſurvived her ſonne, and 
his life was ſaved with much ado. After 
her death the feude was compounded 


for *. 


John Owen and his followers were 
excecdingly fore hurt in that bickering ; 
{oe that returning to his father's houſe 
from the fray, and his aged father ſit- 


* Such compoſitions were common in Wales be- 
fore the Statutes of Henry the Eighth, 


ting 
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ting or walking before the doore of his 
houſe, and ſceing his ſonne and his com- 
pany all hacked, wounded, and be- 
{meared with their owne blood, he ſaid 
unto them, Drwg yw'r drefn yma, @ 
wnacthoch ehwi etch gawethſh 3 which is 
as much as to ſay, © You are in an ill- 
5 favourcd pickle. Have you done no- 
ce thing worthy yourſelves ?” , ſaid 
the ſonne, © I feare me we have done 
cc too much.” If that be foe,” ſaid 
Owen ap John ap Meredith, “ was this 
morning the beſt man in my coun- 


ce trey,” meaning Evioneth, © but now 
« I know not who is.“ 


You are to underſtand, that in Evio- 
neth of old there were two ſects or 
kindred, the one linealy deſcended of 
Owen Gwynedd, Prince of Wales, con- 


z 7 is probably uſed here for ay, as it is through- 
out the folio editions of Shakeſpeare, 


ſiſting 


„ 


ſiſting then and now of four houſes, 
viz. Keſelgyfarch, y Llys ynghefn y 
fann, now called Yitimkegid, Clenenny, 
and Brynkir, Glasfrin or Cwmitrallyn ; 
the other ſect deſcended of Collwyn, 
whereof are five houſes or more, viz. 
Whelog, Bron y foel, Berkin, Gwn- 
fryn, Talhenbont, and the houſe of 
Hugh Gwyn ap John Wynne ap Wil- 
liams called Pennardd, all deſcended of 
their common anceſtor, Jevan ap Einion 
ap Gruffith. His brother was Howell 
ap Finion ap Gruffith, that worthy 
gentleman called Sir Howell y fwyall «, 
who behaved himſelfe ſo worthyly at 
the field of Poitiers , (where John the 
French King was taken by the Blacke 
Prince), that he received of the Prince 
in guift the conſtableſhip of Criketh 


© i. e. The axe. 
This circumſtance hath been before mentioned 
by the author. See p. 40. 


caſtle, 
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caitle, and other great things in North 
Wales, alſoe the rent of Dee milles in 
Cheſter; and, what was more, a meſle 
of meat to be ſerved before his battle- 
axe or partiſan forever, in perpetual 
memory of his good fervice. This 
meſſe of meat was afterwards carried 
downe to be given to the poore, and 
had eight yeomen attendants found at the 
King's charge, which were afterwards 
called yeomen of the crowne; who had 
8 d. a-day, and laſted till the beginning of 
Queene Elizabeth's time. Sergeant Ro- 
berts of Havod y bweh, neare Wrexam, 
was, at his beginning, yeoman of the 
crowne. He maried Sir William Ge- 
rard's halfe ſiſter by the mother, as did 
Robert Turbridge of Caervallen, neare 
Ruthyn, Eſq; another : to whom he 
told,“ that being yeoman of the crowne, 
*,he had heard it by tradition in the 
King's houſe, that the beginning of 
ce their 
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te their order was upon the occaſion as 
© js afore remembred.” This did Ro- 
bert Turbridge relate unto me, upon 
the creditre of the other man. The 
countrey people, grounding upon the 
ſonges, which ſay, “that he bridled the 
“French King,” wilt have it, that he 
took the French King priſoner : a mat- 
ter unlikely, as the one ſerved on 
foot, and the King on horſeback *. But 
the foot captaine is a braſen wall of the 


army, -and may be faid truely to winne 
the field. 


e Notwithſtanding the author's doubts with re- 
gard to chis tradition, it ſeems ſcarcely to admit of 
a cavil, as ſuch an extraordinary and expenſive 
eſtabliſhment could not have been granted by the 
crown, but for moſt meritorious ſervices, As for 
the impoſſibility relied upon, that a ſoldier on foot 
eould not take the French King on horſeback, this 
circumſtance is moſt fully accounted for by a MS, 
given to the Lord Treaſurer Oxford by Mr. Hugh 

Thomas, and now depoſited in the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum. 


Es After 
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After Meredith had lived certaine 
yeares at Dolwyddelan caſtle, he builded 


Sir Howell ap Fywall, ap Griffith, ap 
Howell, ap Meredith, ap Einion, ap Gwgan, ap 
% Meredith Goch, ap Cothwyn, ap Tangno, 
* called Sir Howell y Favyall, or Sir Howell Pole 
« Axe, from his conſtant fighting with that war- 
© ike inſtrument. — It is ſaid he diſmounted the 
«« French King, cutting off his horſe's head at one 
« blow with his battle axc, and took the French 
King priſoner; as a trophy of which victory it 
cc js {aid that he bore the arms of France, with a 
e battle axe in bend ſiniſter, argent.” Harl. MSS. 
No 2291, p. 78. See alſo Ne 2298, p. 348. — 
the reference in the printed catalogue to p. 24. 
of this number being inaccurate. 

The author ſeems alſo to have forgotten ſome 
Welſh verſes which are inſerted in the margin of 
the MS, commemorating the grant of the meſs of 


meat to be ſerved at Fir Howells table, whilſt the 
battle axe followed. | 


Segir fy ſciger wyall doeth honn garr bron y 


brenin 


Gwedyr maes gwaed ar y min; 1 n aĩ 
dewiſwr 


Ai diod oedd waed a dwr. 
the 
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the houſe in Penanmen, being the prin- 
cipal beſt ground in Dolwyddelan, and 
alſoe within certaine yeares after, he re- 
moved the church of Dolwyddelan from 
a place called Brin y bedd ©, to the 
place where now it is, being parte of 
the poſſeſſions of the priory of Beth- 
kelert. He alſo there new-built the ſame 
as it is now, one croſſe chapell excepted, 


Kowydd “ i Jevan ap Meredith O Ceſelgy farch 


Howell ap Reignalt at cant. 


Place on the table my ſewer (bearing the axe 
* which came from the preſence of the king, with 
* blood on its edge) the two diſhes which I have 
* choſen, The drink muſt be blood and water. 


The poem in praiſe of ſevan ap Meredith of 
c Ceſelgyfarch, by Howell ap Reinalt the Bard.“ 


© This ſignifies the hill of the grave, or rhe 
church yard on the hill. | 


* This kowydd (or diſtich) was inſerted in the margin by 
a different hand from that of the copier: it is ſaid to be very 
incorrect, and conſequently not perfectly intelligible, The 
above tranflation is ſuppoſed to be nearly the ſenſe of it. 
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which my uncle Robert Wynne built. 
It ſhould ſeeme, by the glaſſe window 
there, that it was built in anno 1512 
but whether it was in that yeare glazed, 
(which might be done long after the build- 
ing of the church), I am uncertaine. The 
church, which is very ſtrongly built, 
the caſtle, and his houſe of Penanmen 
ſtand three ſquare, like a trivett, either 
a mile diſtant from each other. Queſtion- 
ing with my uncle, what fhould move 
him to demoliſh the old church, which 
ſtood in a thickett, and build it in a 
-plaine, ſtronger and greater than it. 
was before: his anſwer was, he had 
reaſon for the ſame, becauſe the 
countrey was wild, and he might be op- 
pꝑreſſed by his enemies on the ſuddaine, in 
that woodie countrey; it therefore ſtood 
him in a policie to have diverſe places 
of retreat. Certaine it was, that he 
durſt not goe to church on a Sunday 
from 
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from his houſe of Penanmen, but he 
mult leave the ſame guarded with men, 
and have the doores ſure barred and 
boulted, and a watchman to ſtand at the 
Garreg big, during divine fervice ; be- 
ing a rock whence he might ſee both 
the church and the houſe, and raiſe the 
crie, if the houſe was aflaulted. He 
durſt not, although he were guarded 
with twenty tall archers, make knowne 
when he went to church or elſewhere, 
or goe or come the ſame way through 
the woodes and narrowe places, leſt he 
ſhould be layed for: this was in the 
beginning of his time. To ſtrengthen 
himſelfe in the countrey, he provided 
out of all parts adjacent, the talleſt 
and moſt able men he could heare of. 
Of theſe he placed colonies in the coun- 
trey, filling every empty tenement with 
a tenant or two, whereof moſt was on the 
Kinge's lands. Many of the poſteritie 

"1s of 
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of theſe tenants remaine untill tlawday. 
One William ap Robert of Iſcorum, being 
one of his followers, he placed in a tene- 
ment of the towneſhippe of Gwedir, 
called Pencraig Inko, now worth 30 li. 
per annum, who paid for the ſame onely 
a reliefe to the King or lord, which was 
105. 44. 


Such were the lawes in thoſe days, - 
and are ſtill, that if the King's tenant 
holding in freehold, or freeholder hold- 
ing under any other Lord, did ceaſe for 
two years to doe his ſervice to the King 
or Lord, the ſaid may re-enter. The 
writte is called Cefavit per biennium ; 
the exactions were, in thoſe dayes, ſoe 
manifold, that not onely the bondmen 
ranne away and forſooke the Kinge's 


land, but alſoe frecholders their owne 
land. 


Here 


Here to lay downe in particular the 
Welſh cuſtomes would make the vo- 
lume too great. 


Owen ap Hugh ap Jevan ap William, 
great grandchild to the ſaid William, 
enjoyeth the land to this day; though 
in my grandfather's time it was in ſute, 
by the contrivance of John ap Madog 
ap Howell, but it is now recovered by the 
meanes of my grandfather. Einion ap 
Gruffith ap Jockos, a freeholder of Feſ- 
tiniog and Llanvrothen, he placed in 
the King's frith at Bryntirch, of whom 
are deſcended many in Nantconway, Feſ- 
tiniog, and Llanvrothen. Howell ap 
Jevan ap Pellyn, a Denbighſhire man, 
and a tall archer, of whom are de- 
ſcended the race of the Pellyns, he 
placed in the tenement of Garth, He 
alſoe placed Gruffith ap Tudor, a Den- 
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bighſhire man, in Rhiw Goch f; as like- 
wiſe Jevan David ap Ednyfed, an Aber- 
geley man, (who felled, in one day, 
eighteen oakes, towards the building of 
a parte of Penanmen houſe), in Bwlch y 
 kymid. Laſtly, he placed Robert ap 
Meredith in Berthios, whoſe ſonne John 


ap Robert was dayry-man there, untill 
the beginning of my time. 


In Ddanhadog he found Rys ap Ro- 
bert, a tall ſtout man, who being ori- 
ginally (as they lay) a Vaynoll Bangor * 
man borne, and a freeholder, killed a 

man there, forſook his land, and fled 


" Rhiw Goch is in the varith of Trawddvyned 
in Merionethſhire. It is a large manſion houſe, 


| with a confiderable Wale, belonging to Sir Wat- 
kyn Williams, Bart. 


— . 
— — 
— 


So called from being near Bangor, to diſtin- 
| guiſh it from other places bearing that name. 


hither 
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thither. Rytharch and Richard ap Rys 
ap Robert were my father's foſters; and 
from the ſaid Richard ap Rys ap Robert 
is lineally deſcended Humphrey Jones of 
Craveleyn, Gentleman. Diverſe other 
tall and able men dwelt in the countrey, 
which drew to him, as to their defender 
and captaine of the countrey, ſoe as 
within the ſpace of certaine yeares, he 
was able to make ſeven ſcore tall bow- 
men of his followers, arrayed, as I have 
credibly heard, in this manner. Every 
one of them had a jacket or armolett 

coate, a good ſteele cappe, a ſhort ſword 
and a dagger, together with his bow 
and arrowes ; moſt of them alſoe had 
horſes, and chaſing flaves, which were 
to anſwere the crie upon all events. 


Whereby he grew ſoe ſtrong that he 
began to put back and to curbe the 
i ſanctuary 
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ſanctuary of thieves and robbers b, which 
at times were wont to be above a hun- 
dred, well hor fed and well appointed. 


It is to be noted likewiſe, that certaine 
gentlemen and frecholders dwelt in the 
countrey, but not many, who were to 
anſwere the crie, and to come alſo upon 


the like diſtreſſe. 


k This was before deſcribed to be Yſpytty Evan, 
which belonged to the Knights Hoſpitalers, and is 
not far from Dolwyddelan, where this chieftain 
reſided, Theſe Knights had St. John for their pa- 
tron, and hence it is poſſibly called Yſpytty Evan; 
it is now a ſmall village ſituated on the Conway. 
Dr. Davis renders Yipytty bo/pitium. 
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The Ifſue of MEREDITH ap JEvan ap 


RoBEkT of Keſelgyfarch and Gwedir, 
Com. Carn. 


By his firſt wife Alice, ſixth daughter 
of William Griffith ap Robin of 
Cochwillan, he had, 


I. William Wynne, who died without 
iſſue. | 


II. John Wynne ap Meredith of Gwe- 
dir. 


III. Rees Wynne, 
IV. Rytherch. 


V. Margaret, wife firſt of Rees ap Da- 
vid ap Guillim of Angleſey, then of Je- 
van ap John ap Meredith of Brynkir, 


and after him of Robert ap Meredith of 
Bronheulog, | 


VI. Jonet 
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VI. Jonet, wife firſt of Edmund Gruf- 
fith, ſon of Sir William Gruflith the 
elder Knight, after him of Sir John 
Puleſton, Knight. 


VII. Catherine Lioyd, wife of Row- 
land Gruffith of Plaſenwidd. 


Vill. Catherine Gwnniow, wife of 
Lewis ap Jevan ap David of Feſtiniog. 


IX. Lowry, wife of Rytherch ap Da- 
vid ap Meredith of Bala. 


X. Margaret, wife of Thomas Grif- 
th Jenkin. 


By his ſecond wife Gyenhover, daughter 
of Gruffith ap Howell y Farf, relict 
of Robert Griffith of Forthaml, 


XI. Elizabeth, wife of John ap Ro- 
bert ap LIn of Penllech. 


1 This contraction is probably for Llewelin. 


XII. Ellen. 


1 
XII. Elen. 


By his third wife Margaret, daughter 
of Morris ap John ap Meredith, he 
had, | 


XIII. Humphrey Meredith, of Keſel: 
gyfarch. 


XIV. Cadwalader of Wenallt, father 
of Thomas, father of Cadwalader, father 
of John Vaughan, father of Cadwala- 
der, M. A. K 


XV. Elen, wife of Edward Stanley 
Conſtable of Harddlech. 


k Degrees were at this time conſidered as the 
higheſt dignities, and it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that a clergyman who hath not been educated 
at the univerſities, is {till diſtinguiſhed in ſome pazts 
of North Wales, by the appellation of Sir Jobn, 
Sir William, &c. Hence the Sir Hugh Evans of 
Shakeſpeare is not a Welſh knight, who hath taken 
orders; but only a Welſh clergyman, without any 
regular degree from either of the univerſities. 


XVI. 
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XVI. Jane, wife of Cadwalader ap 
Robert ap Rees of Rulas. 


XVII. Agnes, wife of Robert Saliſ- 
bury. 


XVIII. Alice, wife of Thomas ap Reeg 
ap Benet of Bodelwithur. 


XIX. Gwen, wife of Owen ap Reinalt, 
of Glynllygwy. 


XX. Margaret, wife of John Griffith 
of Kichlew. | 


XXI. Elliw, wife of John Nookes of 
Conway. 


By Jonet, daughter of Jenkin Gruffith 
Vaughan, he had, 


XXII. Mr. Robert, a Prieſt. 
XXIII. 
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XXIII. John Coetmor, father of Wil- 
liam, father of John Williams !, gold- 
ſmith in London; who had iſſue Sir John 
Williams of the iſle of Than<t, Bart. Sir 
Edmund Williams, Bart. &c. From him 
alſoe came Sir Morris Williams, Phyſi- 
cian to the Queene. 


XXIV. Catherine. 


By a daughter of Jevan ap John ap 
Heilin of Penmachno he had, 


XXV. Hugh. 
XXVI. Jevan. 
He died A. D. 1525. 


This John Williams, goldſmith, was an anti- 
quary of conſiderable eminence, and furniſhed Dray- 
ton with many of the particulars relative to Wales, 
which he hath taken notice of in the Polyolbion. 
Biſhop Nicholſon therefore need not have been 
ſurpriſed, that it ſhould contain a much truer 
account of this kingdom, and the dominion 0 
& Wales, than could be well expected from the pen 
« of a poet.” Hiſt, Libr. p. 5. 


4 John 
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